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Pro-Democracy 
Demonstrators 
Protest in Front 
of Burma’s 
Embassy in 
Thailand, Dec. 16. 
They Protested 
Against Burma’s 
Mifitary Junta 



Former S. Korean 
Presidents Chon 
Doo-Hwan (R) 
and Roh Tae-Woo 
(L) in Court, Dec. 

16. Their 
Sentences Were 
Commuted to Life 
Imprisonment and 
17 Years, 
Respectively 
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Iran Knocks outS. Korea with Stunning 6-2 Win 

TRAN NEWS SPORTS DESK — __ Cl 


IRAN NEWS SPORTS DESK 
TEHRAN - Iran, with four late 
goals from striker Ah Daei, twice 
came from behind to ciush Sooth 
Korea 6-2 in their Asian Cup 
qoarterfinal match in Abu nhahi 
U _AJL yesterday. 

It was a briHiant victory for an 
Iranian side who have got 
stronger as the competition goes 
on and now have a semi fina l ap- 
pointment with either Saudi Ara- 
bia or China. 

Iran’s President. Akbar 
Hachfmri Rafsanjani in a message 
released here last nighL ex- 
pressed his "heartfelt congratula- 
tions" on the occasion of the 
anslm^ victory of the Iranian 
soccer team versus South Korea. 

In a part of his message; the 
President whale expressing his fe- 
tirihtttk ms cm the anspicioos birth 
anmvejsaiy of Imam Sajjad 
(AS.), conveyed his good wishes 
to the nation and all the members 
of the team. 

According to an AFP dispatch 
from Aba Dhabi, Korea began 
the match at a furious pace that 
immediately unsettled the Irani- 
ans, who were being forced out 
of their snide. 

SeePage 13 



Members of Iranian team celebrate victory (top R), South Korean Assistant Coach: Tears of 
defeat (middle L), Iranian Coach Mayeli Kohan: Happy and confident (down R) 


Iran Will Casf Vote in Favor of 
Searetary General-Elect Annan 



ZARIF 

BYMOJGAN TAVASSOU 
TEHRAN - A senior official of 
the Foreign Ministry yesterday 
said that Iran will cast its vote in 
favor of Kofi Annan in the U.N, 
General Assembly. 

Deputy Foreign Munster 
Javad Zarif in an interview with 
IRAN NEWS said that Iran’s 
vote win go in favor of Arman in 
185-meariber General Assembly. 


The UJN. Security Council on 
Friday with one voice approved 
the name of Ghanaian diplomat 
for the post of the secretary-gen- 
eral of tire world body. 

"1 don’t want to go into details 
at this stage about the way Mr 
Arman was elected by the 15- 
member Security Council," Zarif 
said, adding, "As a whole we 
view Mr. Arman as a positive per- 
son." 

"Some countries in the Third 
World raised their voice against 
Mr. Arman ... but that c riticism 
was made against the United 
States and not the secretary gen- 
eral -elect" 

He was referring to the U.S. 
lone vote cast against the current 
Secretary-General Boutros Bou- 
tros-Ghali last week on Tuesday. 
The other 14 members of the Se- 
curity Council cast their votes in 
favor of the second term of Bou- 
tros-Ghali 

SeePage 13 


ERBAKAN: 


Tehran » Ankara Relations to 
Be Upgraded on Adi Levels 


ANKARA, TURKEY (IRNA) - 
Turkish Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan said here Sunday night 
that Tfehran-Ankara relations will 
be further promoted in aD areas. 

In an exclusive interview with 
IRNA correspondent here, he 
added that the agreement con- 
cluded between the two countries 
on purchase of Iranian gas by 
Turkey is aimed at boosting bilat- 
eral relations and that a third 
party has no right to criticize it 

On baseless claims of the 
West against Iran and Turkey on 
violation of human rights, be said 
the worst cases of human rights 
violations are taking place in the 
West Erbakan added that the 
West with the aim of halting pro- 
gress and finding an excuse to 
impose economic sanctions on 
Iran has been resorting to such 
fabricated claims. Their main ob- 
jective is political and ideologi- 



cal, he told IRNA 

The Turkish prime minis ter 
underlined the need to protect the 
territorial integrity of Iraq and es- 
tablishing peace and stability in 
the whole region. He added that 
all Iraqis must live in peace and 
tranquillity within Iraq. 

Erbakan described the Turkish 
SeePage 13 


Arafat Says Negotiations with Israel to Resume 




GAZA CITY (Disparches) - Pal- 
estinian President Yasser Arafat 
said yesterday that he and Israeli 
Leader Benjamin Netanyahu bad 
agreed to resume stalled peace ne- 
gotiations despite high tensions 
caused by Israel’s settlement poli- 
cies and a renewal of violence in 
tiie occupied territories. 

Arafat said he discussed the 
beleaguered peace process in a late 
night phone call Sunday to Prime 
Minister Netanyahu and in talks 
with two top aides to the 
Israeli leader. Cabinet Secretary 
Danny Naveh and attorney 


Yitzhak Molkho. 

"What happened is that the Is- 
raelis said they want to continue 
negotiations. We told them ’Wel- 
come,*" Arafat told reporters at 
his office. 

Speaking of his talks with the 
Israeli envoys, he added: "The 
important thing concerning this 
meeting is continuity in the peace 
process and we were insisting to 
carry on in this line. 

Arafat said the deadlocked Is- 
raeli-Palestinian negotiations on 
resuming implementation of the 
Oslo self-rule agreements would 


be pursued in "all aspects ... there 
is no condition to come back to the 
discussions." 

Netanyahu dispatched Naveh 
and Molkho, who have been 
closely involved in negotiations 
on the extension of self-rule to 
Hebron, after the Palestinian lead- 
ership expressed its outrage over 
an Israeli government decision on 
Friday to provide new financial 
incentives to Jewish settlement in 
the occupied territories. 

Israeli press reports quoted Ne- 
tanyahu aides as saying the prime 
minister took the initiative in send- 


ing the envoys to Arafat at the 
urging of the United States which 
feared the settlement issue would 
lead to a breakdown of the peace 
process. 

Arafat warned over the week- 
end that the decision to resurrect 


LEADER: 


War-Disabled, 
Symbol of Resistance 


TEHRAN (IRNA) - Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Ssyed Ali Khamenei in a meeting 
with model disabled war veterans 
said that the disabled veterans are 
among the blessings and the 
standard-bearers of the Islamic 
Revolution. 

The meeting took place on the 
auspicious occasion of birth anni- 
versary of Hazrat Abbas, son of 
Imam Ali (AS.) celebrated in 
Iran as the Day of the Disabled. 

Ayatollah Khamenei appreci- 
ated the disabled veterans for tol- 
erating their pains and for 
overcoming their severest physi- 
cal riifiahflifies 

The Supreme Leader said the 
oar-disabled are models for peo- 
ple especially for the youth, add- 
ing that tbe>' have employed all 
their God-given physical and 
spiritual powers and have suc- 
ceeded in many scientific, man- 
agement and athletic fields. 

The Leader called on the 
youth to follow the example set 
by the disabled war veterans in 
every field of activity they en- 
ter: 

“The war disabled are the 
reminiscent of the great tests 
passed by the b anian nation and 



people are expected to hold them 
in high reverence.” the Leader 
said. 

The Supreme Leader also 
praised the wives of the war-dis- 
abled for sharing the suffe rings of 
their husbands. 

Before the Leader's rema&s. 
Head of Mostazafac and Jan- 
bazan Foundation Mohsen 
Rafiqdoust introduced the model 
disabled war veterans and out- 
lined their achievements in scien- 
tific, religious, sports and artistic 
fields. 


Serbian Court Gives 
Setond Town to Opposition 


BELGRADE (Reuter) - Serbian 
students, riding the crest of a 
wave of anti-government protests,, 
launched a fifth w eek of street 
marches yesterday as a court dealt 
a new blow- to Socialist attempts 
to keep control of disputed coun- 
cils. 

The Municipal Court in Srued- 
erevska Palanka ordered ihe local 
electoral conunisskm to give the 
Municipal Council ro the opposi- 
tion Zajedno (Together) Coali- 
tion. 

The ruling was a second 
breakthrough for Zajedno since a 
similar order was made in tie 
southern industrial town of Nis 
on Sunday, but opposition parties 
were still cautious. 

Zajedno Spokesman Slobodan 
Vuksanovic said: "This is very 
good news, but it goes only half 
way. We still don’t know whether 
the commissions will accept the 
rulings. But people now see that 
their demonstrations bring re- 
sults." 

The demonstrations have 
shaken President Slobodan 
Milosevic and given the United 


States a fresh opportunity to press 
him for democratic reform in Ser- 
bia in return for renewed access 
to international financ ial institu- 
tions. 

SeePage 13 
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For the second part of Dr. 
Meshkati’s interview, see 
[page 4. 


IRAN NEWS ON INTERNET 

IRAN NEWS is now available on the Internet at 
the following address: 

http://netiran.com/news/lranWews/currenLhtml 
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U.A.E. Celebrates 
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EDITORIAL 


Israel Does Not Understand 
:e of Civilized People 


T ime and again it has been proven that Israel does 
not understand the language of civilized people. The 
Palestinians and the oppressed people of South 
Lebanon are always forced to use the language which is 
understood by the Zionist usurpers in the occupied 
Palestine. 

According to a report the government of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and the Palestinian Authority of 
Yasser Arafat agreed after U.S. intervention to resume 
talks yesterday. 

The thorny issue is Israeli troop redeployment from the 
West Bank town of ALKhaKl or Hebron. The withdrawal 
from ALKhaKl was scheduled to take place March 28, 
I995 f but the then Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
postponed it until after the elections. 

The defeat of Peres and assumption of power by 
Netanyahu in June further postponed the withdrawal of 
the Israeli forces because the new Likud leader refused 
to implement what his predecessors bad agreed, to do. 

Under the terms of lhe 1995 Oslo accords extending 
Palestinian self-rule, 80 percent of ALKhatil (Hebron) is 
due to come under the control of Palestinian police, while 
Israeli troops are to remain in the other 20 percent to 
guard Jewish settlements and religious sites. 

So far, contrary to the agreement the Netanyahu 
government has actively encouraged the settlers to grab 
more and more land belonging to the Palestinians. 

As a result, Israeli-PLO tensions flared in the last week 
over Tel Aviv's decision to giant financial benefits to 
Jewish settlers in the occupied West Bank and the death 
of two settlers there. 

The deaths were a message sent to the usurpers. And 
now, Yitzhak Molcho, an adviser to Netanyahu, has met 
with Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat after a 10-day 
break in Al-Khalil talks to discuss an agreement. 

Palestinians and Israelis had been discussing the 
issue for three months, but failed to produce an 
agreement because of the irrational attitude of 
Netanyahu who wants to cater to the expansionist whims 
of some 400 jews who live in Hebron at the expense of 
more than 100,000 Palestinians. 

As in the past, the meeting might ease tensions in 
Al-Khalil, but the Palestinians must make sure that these 
parleys are not an effort by the usurpers to buy time. 

The Palestinians should bear in mind that it was 
Netanyahu who granted financial benefits, such as tax 
breaks, to the West Bank settlers. 

They should not forget that Netanyahu has no inte ntio n 
of voluntarily honoring commitments made by his own 
country's government, and does not understand the 
language of civilized people. 


Firm Against Hegemonisfic Plots, Speaker 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN- "Resisting imperialis- 
tic plots calls for a solid stance,” 
Majlis Speaker Hojjatoieslam 
Nateq-Nonri said here yesterday. 

Addressing members of the 
Central Council of Islamic Soci- 
ety of Workers, the Mips 
Speaker added that creating such 
a nation calls for the close coop- 
eration and coordination of all or- 
gamzations- 

Emphasizing the presence of 
the country’s 7-million work 
force in all fronts and their key 
role in the e nhanc ement of the 
objectives of the Islamic system, 
the Speaker said that the mission 
of all organizations with Islamic 
objectives should be the propaga- 
tion of the holy laws of Islam and 
political and reli gi ons upgrading 
of the people. 

He said all the selfless and sin- 
cere acts aimed at enhancing the 
Revolution will bear frail only 
through reliance on God Al- 
mighty and by being in Hne with 

the germine Is larni r.j nriiy i wtwim 

and ideology which are tested 
and tine. 



Iran Has Low Maternal Mortality Rate, Marandi 


IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN- The high ate of ma- 
ternity mortality in the Hard 
Wodd countries is due to side ef- 
fects of pregnancy”, said die Min- 
ister for Health and Medical 


Tehran-Riyadh Relations 
Discussed 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Iran's Ambassador to 
Saadi Arabia Hojjatoieslam Noun 
Shahroudi in Riyadh on Sunday 
met the Saudi First Deputy Prime 
Minister and Commander of the 
National Guard Crown Prince Ab- 
dullah bin Abd al-Aziz and dis- 
cussed bilateral relations. 

The ' Iranian official said 
quoted by IRNA, the current tran- 
quillity in the Persian Gulf and the 
economic devetapmem in the re- 
gion have hired the conspirators 
and the ruling Zionists in the U.S. 
to lead the region into chaos and 
to plunder the Muslim nations of 
their assets. 

The ambassador said the re- 
gional stales inrinding Iran and 
Saudi Arabia should exercise 
vigilance and not allow the UJS. 
and the Zionist regime to attain 
their ominous goals. 

The two officials explored 
ways of developing ties between 
the two countries. Hojjatoieslam 
Shahroudi appreciated the Saudi 


move to increase Iranian qouta for 
minor HajQ and said that it would 
serve to strengthen relations be- 
tween the two nations. 

Prince Ah ffriTIah said the Sandi 
SeePage 13 


Education Dn Alireza Marandi. 

Speaking at the opening cere- 
mony of the Rdtir a ti n nal Consult- 
ative Workshop on the Health 
and Safety of Mothers and Babies 
here yesteday, Marandi said that 
11 penrem of aft pregnancies hap- 
pen in the developed c oun t rie s 
while 61 p ercen t take place in 
Asia where 55 percent of maer- 
nity deaths occur as wdL 

The minis ter also said, "75 
percent of childbiitlis in Iran take 
place in hospitals," that 

infant mortality rate and the death 


rale among the under-5 age group 
is 26 and 33 for every 1000, re- 
spectively. 

Marandi farther added that 
mothers and babies are equally 
precious in every comer of the 

Country, that tv g u P wnr M nwtqf 

had done its best to diamateall 
difficulties faring mothers. 

The workshop which aims at 
improving the familiarity of 
medical students with mothers 
and infants’ healthcare win end 
tomorrow. 


HalriW to Visit 
Tajikistan 

[RAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - First Vice President 
Hassan Habibi is to visit Tajikistan 
on December 29 on an official 
visit, according to Iran’s Ambassa- 
dor to Dushanbe Seyed Rasoul 
Mousavi. 

Mousavi sand tire goal behind 
the visit is to expand Tehran- 
Dushanbe econ omic and commer- 
cial relations, improve bilateral co- 
operation at international fora and 
promote bilateral political and cul- 
tural ties, according to IRNA. 

Tajik President Imomali 
Rakhmonov has visited Iran twice 
so far. 


6.000 Iraqi Refugees 
Return Home 


IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN - A total of 6,000 Iraqi 
Kurdish refugees residing at 
Siranband refugee c amp in the 
provincial city of Baneh have left 
for their home since Cady Decem- 
ber. 

Head of the Foreign Nationals 
and Expatriates Department in 
Kmdestan Province Abbas HajaE 
said yesterday that this brongfat the 
number of refugees leaving the 
province fix- Northern Iraq since 
November to 29,000. 

Hajali said, quoted by IRNA, 
that fee Iraqi Khnfish refugees are 
not awaiting assistance from the 
international c o mmunity to keep 


Besharat i ^Turkish Ambassador Stress 
Importance of Bilateral Ties 


IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Turkey’s Ambassador 
to Iran Uthman Kortook here yester- 
day met and conferred with Minis- 
ter of Interior Ali Mohammad 
Besharati. 

Commenting on Iran-Turkey's 
historical, cultural, economic and 
political commonalties, Besharati 
noted, "Iran and Turkey have been 
independent countries opting for 
promotion of ties." 

"Observing the principle of 
good neighborly relations and non- 
interference in the domestic affairs 
of other countries, the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran maintains friendly 
and solid relations with its neigh- 
bors," the minister said. 

Denouncing the publicity of 
Turkish mass media, Besharati re- 
marked, "Iran does not have border 
problems with its neighbors and 
rejects foreign interference in the 
region." 

Stressing the need to solve 
Iran-Turkey security issues, he 
noted, "Be assured that Turkish op- 
position does not have a place in- 
side Iranian borders. We expect 
Ankara to realize this policy of 
Iran." 



TEHRAN - Kortouk (L) shakes hands with Besharati 

(Photo by Moradi) 


Besharati emphasized promo- 
tion ofbi Lateral relations in all ar- 
eas. 

The Turkish ambassador in 
turn referred to mutual economic, 
political, cultural, and security in- 
terests of Iran and Turkey. 

He remarked that Turkey at- 
taches special importance to exten- 
sive and cordial relations with the 


Islamic Republic of Iran. 

The ambassador said border 
problems can be solved through 
negotiations between Iranian and 
Turkish officials. 

He voiced his country’s inter- 
est in uplifting ties with Iran and 
expressed hope to be able to take 
steps toward cementing bilateral 
ties during his tenure in Iran. 


themselves safe from foe freezing 
cold m Northern Iraq- 

Related news from Kashan (Is- 
fahan) indicates that 200 Iraqi 
refugees reading in die city had 
left for home voluntarily on Sun- 

<by ' Canadian 
Official Praises 
Inal's 

Achievements 

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Canadian Ambassa- 
dor to Ibbran Charles Michel de 
Sahfeeny said here on Sunday 
that ban’s achievements in the 
area of reconstruction were "ad- 
mirable.” 

Salabeny, speaking to presi- 
dential adviser on international af- 
fairs, Ali Reza Moayyeri, here 
Sunday under! mod expansion of 
TehranOttawa ties in technical, 
economic and cultural spheres. 

The two sides at the meeting 
also exchanged views on ban’s 
making use of Canada’s experi- 
ences in the field of environment 
protection and Canada ’s utiliza- 
tion of ban’s experience in the 
area of anti-narcotics campaig n. 

Iran’s 

Ambassador 
Meets Omani 
Sultan 

IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - Omani Sultan 
Qaboos bin Saeed received Iran’s 
A mb a ssador to Muscat Siyavosh 
Zargar Yaqoubi in Muscat on Sat- 
urday. 

The two officials exchanged 
views on Tehian-Mhscal ties' as 
well as regional issues. 

Sultan Qaboos at the meeting 
underlined his country’s willing- 
ness to consolidate its historical 
ties with Iran, IRNA reported. 
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Indian Diplomat Usmani Says 
Goodbye to Friends 


S enior Iranian scholars, researchers, writers, poets and 
experts on India will miss a departing diplomat who is 
himseff a literary institution. 

He is AA Usmani ofthe Indian Embassy who is due to leave 
Iran soon after living here for almost two decades. 



(From left) Naeem, Usmani, Mohaghegh 




(From left) Naseeri, Motazid, Sultanzadeh 

(Photo fay J.BASAJE) 


Persian is like his mother tongue and he studied Pars 
literature, philosophy and history systematically. This was the 
reason all literary fibres hi Iran have been regular visitors to 
his house to place interesting subjects on the table with spky 
food and India's best brand of tea. 

Last Friday, Usmani, also called by friends as ShakS, invited 
tongrimefnendstohisresdencetosay‘KlKXlaHafiz'totheni. 
There were many emotional scenes whfle Usmani and his 
friends were saying goodbye to each otter. 

"Mr. usmani did not go for promotion and preferred to stay 
here in Kan, as he loves the culture and dvffization of this 
country which has many commonalties with irafia," one of 
his friends commented. 

“We'fl really miss both Mr. Usmani and his wife, who 
command great respect among thefr friends because of their 
noble nature,* he told IRAN news. 

The same feelings woe shared by his wife. Nalud, and 
daughter sama. Usmani comes from a family in Allahabad, a 
qty of Uttar Pradesh, where the Hindus* holy rivers of Ganges 
and jumana meet This is the city that produced India’s first 
prime minister, jawahaiial Nehru, and his dau^iter Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi 

Mrs Nafud herself is a good journalist and writes using a 
pen name Usmani is going to Kuwait on a promotion but will 
miss ban. H£ promised us that whenever he gets the 
opportunity, he will definitely visit Iran to see his friends. 

Among the guests we saw Dr. Jalali Naeem, known 
indologst and author of many valuable books on India Dr. 
Mehtfi Mohaghegh was another distinguished guest who is a 
professor of philosophy. He has also written several books of 
international repute 

Other guests included Academy of Persian Language 
j Deputy Executive Dr. Mohammed Reza Naseeri and Khosrow 
Motazid, well-known journalist and writer. He also wrote 
several books on social and historical subjects, and Dr. 
Sultanzadeh, child specialist and author of many research 
books in the medical field 
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Attractive Plan Needed 
to Promote Place & 
Position of Mosques 


IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 

TEHRAN - President Akbar 
Haghetni Rafeanj ani here yester- 
day accentuated the need for at- 
tractive and comprehensive 
cultur al p r m fi n n wg and better use 
of the site of mosques, 

'Mosques are the main and 
powerful bases of Islam and the 
Islamic Revolution, and non-ex- 
travagant decorations and attrac- 
tive planning is needed to 
encourage foe people, especially 
the youth, to go to foe mosques,” 
be sad. 

The President made foe re- 
marks in a meeting with the mem- 
bers of foe Headquarters for 
Dusting of Mosques yesterday. 

He noted foal foe Islamic Revo- 
lution proved foe compatibility of 
foe taA of foe mosques with foe 
cultural objectives of Islamic 
thought. 

The mosque is respected as foe 
boose of the Almighty, the strong- 
hold of defending Divine thought. 


Iran's Envoy & 
Syrian FM Hold Talks 


IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - baa’s Ambassador to 
D am asc u s Mohammad Hagan 
Akh t ari yesterday co nferre d with 
S yrian Minister for Foragn Af- 
fairs Farooq al-Shaia in foe Syrian 


The two officials discussed 
the convening of the John Su- 
preme Committee, as well as the 
latest developments in foe region, 
according to an BRNA report 
The previous Joint Supreme 
Committee session in Damascus 
last year was attended by Iran’s 
First Vice President Hassan 
HabibL 

At yesterday’s meeting, both 
officials condemned the terrorist 
acts of Israel and blamed it as the 
main cause of instability and in- 
security in foe region. 



IRAN NEWS POLITICAL DESK 
TEHRAN - The foreign ministers 
of ban, Tfcn key and Pakistan will 

meet in Anfewa m Ta nw a t y fr» dis- 

coss ways for an end to the civil 
war in Afghanistan, Ihrirish dip- 


*A tripar tite rawring of for- 
eign ministers ofTYnkey, Iran and 
Pakistan is expected in eaziy 
January," * Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Omer Akbei told re- 
poitos, quoted by AFP. 


“The aim is to persuade the 
waning parties to accept a peace- 
ful solution,” Akbd said. 

The Mamie fundamentalist 
Thbban group gained control of 
the A fghan capital of Kabul from 
tte forces of President Burhannd- 
fon Rabbarri in September How- 
ever; fierce fighting between 
Taliban and a united opposition 

b contnmmg. 

T2b Talzban movement has re- 
ceived Pakistan’s support while 


Iran backs smaller Shia groups in 
Afghanistan. 

Uzbek General Abdul Rashid 
Dostam. another influe ntial fig- 
ure of ethnic Turkish origin who 
has been fi ghting foe Taliban, has 
dose ties with Ttakey. 

Turkey and ban said they 
would support the setting up of a 
broad-bared gove rnmen t that 
would put an end to the A fghan 
civil war. 


and a place for hitman edification, 
he noted. 

The President added that in- 
crease in foe number of mosques 
and their just distribution in foe 
country, especially in the rustic 
and deprived areas, is highly im- 
perative. 

The people should share in the 
grave task of promoting and 
spreading foe mosques, he added 
and underlined the government’s 
moral - and material support for 
b uilding mosques in foe deprived 
zones. 

Efforts should be made to make 
fall use of foe mosques’ capacities 
to promote sublime educational 
objectives, the President noted 
addiqg that foe mosques should 
not be fmnivt in to commercial 
centers. 

Representative of foe Wali 
Faqih (supreme Muslim jurispru- 
dent) and (Erector of the Islamic 
Propagation Organization Hojja- 
tokslam Mohammadi Araqi pre- 
sented a report of foe year-long 
performance of the headquarters. 


LET’S MEMORIZE THE QURAN 

SURA 59, THE GATHERING (AL-HASHF) 
In the Nome of God, 

The Beneficent, the Merciful 


The All-Compelling. Ever-Dignified, 

Far from what they set up with Him, 

Allah be glorified I 

“The 30fh parr cf the Hoiy Qura n u obtamable tn exquisite ixxk-form 
fioauRASA Publication TeL 883 4844-5 . r .i, 


PRAYER TIMES 


Noon (Zohr) 

Evening (Maghreb) 
Tomorrow’s Dawn (Fajr) 
Tomorrow's Sunrise 
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Another Conspiracy! 


‘Sir; after the so-called Mykonos crisis started by an unscrupu- 
lous, German prosecutor in foe pay of CIA and MOSS AD, I 
mean, the court-case at which most reliable evidence was provided 
by notorious terrorists and common thieves, these days two Ger- 
man publications, der Spiegel and Rxrus are working very hard at 
another cock &biiH story about German firms supplying Iran with 
‘components for biological weapons’, hoping to leave a damaging 
effect on Izano-German relations — * 

‘Quislings and traitors are found everywhere, can’t do anything 
about it’ 

Tiow do you read this continuing wave of allegations against 
Germany and Iran, that’s what I want to know?’ 

r WeS, my very stron g guess is that some dements, possibly of 
American, Israeli or British origin, don’t happen to appreciate Iran 
and Germany maintaining normal, friendly nefarious.’ 

*OhJ Aren’t you a gifted, poHricaJ analyst; master?!’ 

abusjna! 


1st Congress on Reduction of 
Mother/ Infant Mortality to Be Held 


IRAN NEWS NATIONAL DESK 
TEHRAN- The first congress on 
reduction of mortality rates 
among mothers, babies and fe- 
tuses win be held from April 11 to 
16 in Ifehran Dr Mohammad 
Hossam Soitanzadeh told IRAN 
NEWS in an exclusive interview 
here yesterday. 

“The congress will be held 
with foe cooperation of a nu mb er 
of pediatrists, gynecologists, 
anesthetists, immunologists and 


many other specialists from other 
branches of medical science,” 
Soitanzadeh that th fe 
would be foe first joint congress 
of these specialists. 

Citing that the congress aims 
at the improvement of the health 
of mother^ babies and fetuses, 
the secretary said in view of foe 
importance of this matter foe 
congress wifl.be sponsored by the 
State Committee for Reduction of 
Mofoei/lnfaxn. Mortality and will 

o l » J L> i 


be chaired by Dt Ahreza Ma- 
randi, ™i^T«i«dPT of health, treat- 
ment and medical education. ” 

The congress will bold group 
discussion and a workshop on re- 
suscitation of infools and will 
also review subjects such as yel- 
low fever, pregnancy abnormali- 
ties, prevalent diseases among 
infants , internal infections of the 
womb, etc., the health official 
adrift 
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Oil Project Negotiation Outcomes Announced Soon 


IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK 
TEHRAN - Oil Monster GhoJazn- 
reza Aqazadeh said yesterday that 
his minis try would soon declare 
the outcome of its talks with for- 
eign companies over the imple- 
mentation of oil and gas projects, 
according to an IRNA report. 

Aqazadeh said hero that Iran 
was folly capable of fi na n c in g 
projects aimed at the export of 
gay Iran and Pakistan were cur- 
rently studying costs and rooting 
of a pipeline b etw een die two 
countries, a n d the mini ster said 
serious talks would start an a 
contract after the studies were 
completed. 

He also referred to the OPEC 



AQAZADEH 

Ministerial Session held m Vi- 
enna recently, teffing IRNA that 


when the call came, from certain 
members to raise then production 
quotas, and talk arose over Iraq’s 
roomy, the ofl market weakened 
and the price dropped by one dol- 
lar perbaneL 

But he said that since OPEC 
had already predicted Iraq’s entry 
into the market, and its produc- 
tion quota, OPEC members had 
nothing to worry about The ses- 
sion ended with oil prices edging 
op to previ ous levels. 

The Iranian oil mi n i st er also 
spoke of the fifth meeting of Oil 
Producing flnri rv» wanning Coun- 
tries in twffia recently. Partici- 
p a nt* ; tv-trj talks on important 
issues such as energy, environ- 


Lack of Money Bogs 
Textile Industry 



IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK 
TEHRAN - Lack of liquidity, un- 
stable market and shortage of raw 
materials are the problems beset- 
ting the textile industry. 

Speaking to the visiting re- 
porters Aboklreza Nicknejad, 
managing director of lamina Pro- 
duction Co., a producer of suits, 
said the most pressing problem 
was lack of raw material and un- 
stable market whereas lin gering 
customs formalities for clearance 
of goods was frustrating the gar- - 
merit industry. 

He said % solving dot prob- 
lem the imhtgfij; can saturate do- 
mestic needs with better quality 
products and export the surplus. 

Janrina is hbnaisig 45000 
pairs of suits and as many pairs of 
trousers a year; said Nkkngad 
adding that 70 perc e nt of die 
company's yield me exported and 
he aims to increase production 
sue times in the future. 

Mansour Daneshmaod, acting 
managing director of Jamco Co. 
said die Jamco’s nominal capac- 
ity was 150 thousand pairs of 
suits in each shift and that Jamco 
is producing different garments 
such as jackets, tro us ers and 
overcoats. 

"Presently Jamco produces 40 
thousand pairs of suits a year 
which is only 30 percent of the 
factory's nominal c ap a ci t y caus- 
ing the factory to incur loses, but 
fortunately the Ministiy of Indus- 
tries is closely assisting the fac- 
tory," said Danes hmand adding 
that lack of liquidity, restraining 
labor regulations and worn-out 
machinery slowed production. 

but he expressed Jtope that by 
solving these problems Jamco 
would emerge as a successful ex- 
porter in foreign markets. 

Jamco is exporting 200 thou- 


sand pairs of suits a year to Cen- 
tral Asia and Persian Gulf 
regions. 

Commemingto the press, Mo- 
hammad Javad Askarian, manag- 


ing director of Makhmalpassard 
Co. said 80 percent of die fac- 
tory's problems were internal and 
20 percent were related to import 
SeePage 13 


TTvnral protection, taxation sod 
the prospects for energy in the 
next century. 

Aqazadeh said he hoped a new 
phase of cooperation would start 
between the oil producing and 
consuming courtfries through the 
drawing up of a specific strategy 
in next rfne to be 

held in South Africa next year, 
IRNA reported. 

Habibi on Yazd's 
Tourist Attractions 

IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK 
TEHRAN - First Vice President 
Hassan Hahihi Sunday in Yazd 
said the city of Yazd harf abundant 

t pnrigf attraction mm h 1 1 ngntc and 

that it needed development of in- 
frastructural tourism facilities 
with an emphas is on the cultural 
aspects of the ent e r prise 

Habibi said that the city bad a 
Tmiq ng traditional fieg fo n s which 
would better be rehabilitated in its 
original form. 

According to an IRNA report, 
he proposed that a national asso- 
ciation be formed for rehabilitat- 
ing traditional textures in old 
cities with the involvement of the 
ministries of the Interior; Housing 
and Urban Development, and the 
National Heritage O r g aniz ation of 
Iran. 

Deputy Interior Minister for 
Development Affairs Rassoul 
Zargar said that between 10 and 
20 percent of the textures of die 
cities in the renml province of 
Yazd was traditional but that the 
total population of these cities 
was steadily decreasing. 

Habibi also met with leaders of 
Friday congregational prayer of 
the provin ce and in his talk*; with 
them he reminded the need for 
giving wider publicity to Islamic 
codes of conduct and to ethics as 
the leading concent of the people. 


Iranian Expert Challenges 
the U.S. Over Nuclear Safety 

if h/L'iifv r/viium#Kr nrer « « ■ _ _ 


IRAN NEWS ECONOMIC DESK 
TEHRAN - The following is the 
.second part of Dr. Najmedin 
MesfakatPs interv ie w with IRAN 
NEWS. The first part appeared 
in the front page of yesterday’s 
BRAN NEWS. 

According to Dr. Meshkati, 
one of the most important implica- 
tions of the Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant accident in 1986 in 
Ukraine has not been addressed 
yet; the critical status of die 58 
other former Soviet-designed reac- 
tors, including 15 Chernobyl-type 
(RBMK) which are operating in 
Central and Eastern Europe. They 
desperately need help. Dr. 
Meshkati said, adding that there is 
neither a cohesive plan nor an in- 
stitution for it 

"For instance. Dr. Alexei 
Yablokov who chairs die ecologi- 
cal safety commission in President 
Boris Yeltsin’s Security Council 
and works as his counselor for eco- 
logical affairs, has stated that all 
die commercial nuclear reactors 
operating on Russian territory are 
nothing better than ‘bombs tempo- 
rarily generating electricity’ (Los 
Angeles Times, June 13, 1992)," 
Meshkati said and emphasized that 
these reactors’ share of energy 
generation in their respective 
countries is rather significant 

As an example, he said, 2 units 
at Ignalina plant in Lithuania pro- 
duce 80% of die country’s electric- 
ity, thus, in the short run, their 


closure mid replacement are nei- 
ther realistic nor economically fea- 
sible. 

Dr. Meshkati says in his inter- 
national efforts be strives to make 
sure that die legacy of Chernobyl 
and its implications for the forego- 
ing 58+] reactors are not ignored, 
"If die lessons of Chernobyl and 
the efforts for improvement of the 
foregoing 58 plants were to be 
dearly delineated for the world’s 
people and opinion leaders, then a 
productive and positive atmos- 
phere would be created. 

This, Meshkati says, is a neces- 
sary condition for international co- 
operation and wiU pave the way for 
die West to play an active role in 
these efforts. 

Dr. Meshkati suggests that al- 
though accidents are always tragic 
and can have devastating effects, 
there are many lessons that society 
and industry can learn from them 
As die notable American philoso- 
pher William James has said, 
"great emergencies and crises 
show us how much greater our vi- 
tal resources are than we had sup- 
posed." 

Dr. Meshkati believes we can 
and should be able to utilize our 
vital resources to operate nuclear 
power plants safely and empha- 
sizes that we do not have a choice 
in the short ran. However, he says 
we need an overall paradigm shift 
in dealing with nuclear plants de- 
sign, construction, operation, and 


regulatory oversight "hi order to 
improve the safety problems of nu- 
clear power, we need to improve 
the safety culture of this huhistiy 
and proactively address human 
and organizational-related fac- 
tors," Meshkati, who won the pres- 
tigious Presidential Young 
Investigator Award from the UJS. 
National Science Foundation in 
1989, said. 

"We need a total system analy- 
sis of the whole unclear power 
phot’s system," he said, "by con- 
centrating on its three main com- 
posing sub-systems; human, 
organizational, and technologi- 
cal." 

"To keep die nuclear Genie 
bottled around the world, we need 
genuine international cooperation 
and coordination among equip- 
ment manufacturers, operating 
companies, op er ators’ unions, 
regulatory agencies, international 
organizations, scientific and re- 
search communities, and affected 

governments," Dr. Meshkati said 

(To be continued) 

Iran Pays off 
Debts to 
Romania in Oil 

BUCHAREST (AFP) - Romania 
has recovered more than $30 mil- 
lion of die 43 million owed to it by 
Iran through imports of exude oil 
and dieseL the Petrolexportimpoxt 
Company said yesterday. 





The Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Your Partner in Trade 1996 

Article 3. 

Persons and firms, referred to hi AArticte 1, intending tol 
import their capital into Iran, should submit their proposal 1 - 
to the Secretaria t of the Supervisory board, together wfth 
a statement in Persian, or French, covering the foBowing| 
points: 

a. The identity of fhe person or firm; 

b. The country of origin of capital; 

c. Type of capital, specifying the cash and non-cash 
amounts; 

d. Legal domicile and the center of activities of the| 
person of firm; 

e. Type of activities and the program of operation in Iran 
and, if possible, indicating whether operations win be 
carried out independently or in partnership; 

f. The sphere of activity in Iran; 

g. References. 

Article 4. 

The board performs its duties in accordance with the 
law and the implementing regulations; and. should the said 
board be in agreement in principle with the importation of 
the capital applied for, it will present its view, through the 
Minster of Finance and Economic Affairs to the Council of 
Ministers for approval and issue of a decree. 

Article5. 

Upon issue of the decree of the Council of Ministers, the) 
applicant should, within a period prescribed with the 
agreement of the board, submit to the board a detailed fet| 
of the non-cash capital which he intends to import into Iranj 
together with a certificate from international experts, 
acceptable by the board, as to the correctness of its| 
evaluation. 

Having agreed with the said evaluation, the board will 
present the foreign investor or his representative with the] 
license for the import of capital permitting, at the same} 
time, commencement of operations. 

Article 6. 

.The foreign investor is entitled to insure the capita! 
which he imports into Iran, should the insurer be a foreign) 
government insurance institution, and the said institute, as 
a result of an accident, replace the investor in accordance 
with the provisions of the insurance policy, this 
replacement does not constitute a transfer of capital. 

Article 7. 

Within one year from the date of notification, the holder 
of the license is under obligation to take measure to import 
an appropriate capital for the commencement of 
operations; otherwise, his license shall be null and void. 
Whenever unexpected events or other predicaments, 

justifiable to the board, call for further delay the board must 
extend the license for another six months. 

Article 8. 

The cash capital which is imported into Iran in lump sum 
or in installments, and converted into rals, must be infp 
foreign exchange acceptable to Bank MelG Iran; and it shafi 
be registered in the investor's name on the Hate of its 
receipt The amount of non-cash capital plus the cost of 
packing, transportation, insurance, etc., paid outside of 
ran, will, after verification, be totally registered h the 
investor's name in a special book on the date of arrival of 
the goods, supported by documents or pertinent bats, te a 
monetary unit agreed upon by Bank MeHi Iran and the 
investor. 

Article 9. 

Conversion of foreign currencies due to be converted 
into rials is effected at the current buying rate of Bank 
on the date of filtog the application for conversion; and, 
Bank Melft Iran is authorized to buy the said foreicpi 
currencies or to retain them as deposit, convert and pay 
them in rials at a rate acceptable to both parties, subject 
to a separate agreement, and return them, at the time of 
repatriation, at the same rate. 

Article 10. 

Foreign currencies left with the bank unconverted and 
not taken as security against rial payment will be placed 
at the disposal of their owners, and, owners of the said 
currencies are entitled to use such currencies, without 
conversion into rials, for the payment of the cost of their 
orders placed abroad or for which the capital has been 
— ' - 13 J 
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Arabia is nrterested m progress 
and prosperity of its large neigh- 
bating comrtiy,Iran, and has al- 
ways defended Inan and will do so 
in future. 
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of raw materials, change ofbank- 
ing credits and shortage of liquid- 
ity 

He saki Makhmalpassartl fab- 
ricates diff erent men’s, women’s 
and children’s garments and has 
the capa c ity to produce 450 thou- 
sand tons of garment a year of 
which GO percent is exportable. 

*We hove made a record ex- 
port of $9m last year and expect 
to export 1.5m tons of products 
this year, " said Askarian adding 
that Makhmalpassard hopes to 
add its value added by 50 percent 
if present problems ate solved 

Director of AKaf Iran, Hussein 
Sediq, said his factory, another 
tPTrtile factory, was the largest 
producer of nylon thread in the 
country producing approximately 
11,500 tons of thread (60 percent 
is consumed locally and the rest 
is exported) and despite restric- 
tions in export it managed to ex- 
port Sim worth of goods last year 
and SI ,5m this year. 

He said Ins company fabri- 
cated 11,500 tons of thread last 
year which will be im proved to 
12 thou sand tons this year adding 
that AKaf Iran was feeding 200 
factories in the country. 
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Korea, who just managed to 
squeeze into the quarterfinals af- 
ter an unimpressive nm in the 
group matches, went in front af- 
ter only 12 minutes when captain 
Kim Joo-Sung, who was die mas- 
temrind of the Korean attack, 
slotted an inch perfect pass to 
striker Kim Do-Hoon. 

Kim made no mistake and the 
Koreans were deservedly in 
j^> front 

Iran, struggling to make any 
dent in the Korean defense, got 
the break they needed in the 30th 
nrirarte when Karim B a gh e n 's 
powerful header from the edge of 
the area from a comer wi gh t a 
Korean defender’s foot 

As goalkeeper Kim Byong-fi 
dived to his right the deflected 

halt ra n min the left hand OOmBt 

But Korea came straight back 
and substitute £m Tae-Yong pert 
Jt has side bade in frtrot less than 60 
seconds after be repl a ce d mid- 
fidderSeo Jung- Won. 

- But in a match that was now 
bang played at a fast, furious 
pace, Iran began to settle down 
and suddenly it was the Korean 
defense that was slowly but 
study being shredded 

Audit was no surprise when 
25-year-old Khodadad Azxzi lev- 
eled the score in the 51st minute. 

Minutes later Azm had the 
chance to jhu Iran in front for the 
first time when he got free inside 
the area on the right but his shot 
shared the far post 
Meanwhile Saudi Arabia yester- 
day beat CM ™* 4-3 and will face 
Iran tomorrow in a semifinal 


But constant Ir anian pressure 
finally paid off in the 66th minute 
when striker Ah Daei got de- 
fender Hong Myung-Bo off bal- 
ance and from the left of the area 
stroked the ball past a helpless 
Kim. 

It was just reward for Daei, 
playing with several stitches in a 
head wound received in a group 

match , 

Iran wane now in complete 
control and Daei buried Korean 
hopes when he volleyed past 
Kim, rooted on las goal-line, in 
the 81st minute. 

Daei got his hat-trick in the 
83 rd minute and the Koreans 
were left in tatters. Daei rubbed 
salt into the wound with a 89 
minute penalty. 

For Korean manager Park 
Jong Hwan, the defeat has almost 
certainly cost him las job. 

Before the tournament he 
■ asked for Iris contract to be ex- 
tended wrinil the 1998 Work! Cup 
in France. He was told to wait 
and see what happened. Being 
crushed by Iran was not what Ko- 
rean football officials had in 

mind 



Zarif said, "We welcome that a 
person from African continent 
has been chosen for the post." 

"Mu Annan’ s attitude re- 
mained positive jmd we should 
not be hostile against him," Zarif 
said. 

Zarif said that he has rich ex- 
perience for maintaining peace 
and all posable facilities should 
be provided to turn to continue 
his crucial task for the peace. 

Annan has been working as 
undersecretary-general in charge 
of peacekeeping forces of the 
United Nations. 

Meanwhile, Arman himself 
denied press reports suggesting 
he was 4 America’s man.' 



and Iranian people as brothers 
and added that fins is in die inter- 
est of the world community. 

T Wroing to U.S. opposition to 
ex pansi on of Tehran- Ankara ties 
and the agreement on transfer of 
Iran’s gas to Turkey, the Turkish 
prime minister said that strengfo- 
wiing idatkos between Iran mid 
TYnkey is not only to the interest 
of the two countries and the re- 
gion but is erf great importance to 
the whole worid. 

Tmfcey needs sources of en- 
prgy and through ban it can meet 
its needs, said Erbakan express- 
ing hope that Iran’s gas would be 
transferred to Tbtrfcey within the 
next year. 

Turkey intends to transfer 
Iran’s gas to the cities of Man and 
Agri from two directions, he told 
ERMA. The gas will be trans- 
ferred from Iran to Van in eastern 
Ttariocy to Diyaibakir, in south- 
east Toricey, awl the second route 
from Agri in east to Ankara 
through Erzurum and Sivas. 

The project will become op- 
erational in eastern Turkey within 
a year bid construction of the 
pipeline to transfer the gas to Di- 
yaxbakir and Ankara will take 

two to three years. 
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Erbakan said the two neigh- 
boring countries cooperate in 
three regional organizations, 
namely the Economic Coopera- 
tion Organization (ECO), the per- 
manent Committee of Trade and 
Economic Cooperation of the Or- 
ganization of the Manrir Confer- 
ence (OIC) and the proposed G-S 
of the developing countries. 

The eight developing coun- 
tries will form a grouping to help 
broaden cooperation among de- 
veloping nations, the Turkish 
p rime mmicter Stressed, adding 
that the I ranian president attach es 
great importance to this initiative. 

On the impending visit to Tur- 
key of President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani of ban, he termed the 
visit as very important and essen- 
tial for boosting bilateral rela- 
tions. 

The Turkish prime minister 
said the volume of trade between 
Iran and Turkey would exceed 
$2.5 billion m 1997 and a new 
agreement on the procedure of 
trade between the two states 
would be signed d urin g the forth- 
coming visit of Presided Rafsan- 
Jam to Ankar a. 

Asked* about Tmkey-lsrael 
mili tary accord. Prime Minister 
Erbakan said the accord is related 
to moderniz a t ion of 60 T urkish 
F4 jets. He added that in view of 
the fact that a new F-4 jet costs 
$30 mill i nn and its mod ernizatio n 
costs only $7 milli on it is wiser to 
choose the second option. 

He said rinep. foe U.S. and Is- 
rael possess the technology 
needed for modernization of F-4 
planes, a country willing to mod- 
ernize its F-4 jet fighters has no 
other alternative but to do this in 
tteUiS. or in Israel 

“In the past, Turkey used to 
hold negative views on Iran dur- 
ing previous debates at the 
United Nations on the situation of 
i mma n ri ghts in Iran, but, now 
Turkey has adopted a positive 
stand toward Iran because there 
are no serious cases of human 
rights abuses in Iran and Tur- 
key,” the Turkish prime minister 
said. 

He said the West by making 
biased comments on hitman 
rights situation in certain coun- 
tries is actually seeking other 
goals, for example disintegrating 
of Turkey and blocking ban’s 
prog re s s and devdopment 

On the prospects of Iraq and 
developments in Northern Iraq, 
he said the expiry of the mandate 
of foe poised hammer forces in 
TUrkey is an important event. The 
forces were deployed in 'ftnkcy 
rinrmg tie Persian Golf War and 
the influx of refugees to Turkey 
from Northern Iraq. 


Erbakan reiterated, ”We re- 
spect foe territorial integrity and 
sovereignly of Iraq. ” ' 



in southeastern Serbia were 
among towns where cammissKMis 
disqualified Zajedno for "irregu- 
larities" in foe local elections on 
November 17 and awarded control 
to the ruling Socialists. 

Vaksanovic said foe news 
would maintain the momentum 
of the daily marches which 
swelled to a peak of a quarter of a 
million in Belgrade on Sunday. 

An earlier student march at- 
tracted 50,000 people, and stu- 
dent leader Bojan Bogdanovic 
said that rather than stifling the 
protests the authorities helped 

keep them alive. 

"When the atmosphere is 

dropping ai demonstrations the 
authorities always do something 
to provoke people to come out," 


he said. 

"The first rime it was shutting 
down (independent radio station) 
B92. Over the weekend it was 
Milosevic’s letter (published on 
Friday defending his govern- 
ment’s actions) that kqpt people 
angry." 

According to Zajedno, the 
demonstrations have also spread 
from 10 towns a week ago to 
some 27 on Sunday, although it 
was too early to say how many 
would continue into the working 
week 

"We were surprised by the re- 
action of the people and the num- 
ber of supporters we got even 
three weeks ago," Vaksanovic 
said. 

"Now we understand that the 
people regard this as a job. They 
tell ns they come every day at 
three o’clock with their families, 
and. if they can’t make it they 
send their neighbors. This is like 
a duty for them." 

Zajednn claimed victory in 14 
of Serbia’s 18 largest towns in 
polling on November 17, but lost 
most in a repeat of the elections 
ordered by foe authorities follow- 
ing alleged "irregularities". 

Vuksanovic said they would 
maintain the protests until they 
were awarded control of the in- 
dustrial centers of Kraljevo and 
Jagodma as well as Belgrade. 

Police have so far kept a low 
profile during the rallies, held in 
a carnival atmosphere with mu- 
sic, street performers and fire- 
works, but memories of 1991 
when Milosevic crushed foe last 
big street challenge to his rule 
with tanks have never been far 
away. 

Zajedno said international 
backing was vital for their cam- 
paign, arguing their supporters 
are encouraged by the Western 
criticism of Milosevic, and that 
the Serbian p resident is sensitive 
to international opinion. 



a special priority status for West 
Bank settlements was a "time- 
bomb" that could lead to new vio- 
lence. 

“Soon we will not be able to 
stop the downward slide and once 
we have counted up the dead we 
wfll be back where we started, "he 
said. 

Netanyahu for bis part over the 
weekend accused Palestinian lead- 
ers of planning "a new wave of 
violence" similar to clashes be- 
tween Palestinian police and pro- 
testers and Israeli troops in 
September which ’left 86 dead — 
an allegation Arafat dismissed as 
"propaganda.” 

Netanyahu’s latest settlement 
decision also drew strong protests 
from Arab and Western govern- 
ments. with Washington calling it 
"troubling" and "unhelpful." 

To uy to mend fences, Israeli 
officials said Netanyahu was dis- 
patching Foreign Minister David 
Levy to Amman this week and 
Defense Minister Yitzhak Mor- 
fterhai to Cairo on Wednesday to 
explain the move. 

Netanyahu also called Jordan's 
King Hussein yesterday to explain 
foe settlement decision and reaf- 
• firmed his commitment to the 
Middle East peace process, Israel 
Radio reported. 


Israel, PLO Back 
on Trade for 
Hebron Talks | 

JERUSALEM - Israel and the 
PLO agreed after U.S. interven- 
tion to resume talks yesterday on 
Israeli troop redeployment from 
the West Bank town of Hebron. 
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EU Repeats Opposition to U.S. 
Sanctions Ahead of Washington Summit 


LONDON, ENGLAND (IRNA) - 
The current president of the Euro- 
pean Union, Irish Prime Minister 
John Bruton, was set to reiterate 
the 15-nation group's opposition 
to U.S. unilatera l sanctions when 
he was due to meet President 
Clinton yesterday. 

Speaking before his departure 
for Washington, he said the EU 
had adopted a very strong posi- 
tion against U.S. extraterritorial 
legislation and that be would re- 
affirm this opposition. 

A co mmuniq ue issued by 
European leaders at foe end of 
their summit in Dublin Saturday 
also scolded Washington's use of 
sanctions, saying U.S. objectives 
should be pursued by "means 
other than unilateral action at foe 
expense of closer partners." 

U.S. legislation first against 
Cuba then against Iran and Libya 
has provoked a hostile response 
from the EU, including protesting 
to the World Trade Organization 
about its legality. 


Emphasizing Europe’s differ- 
ent approach to Cuba, European 
leaders said they would consider 
negotiating a trade accord with 
Havana, while at the same tune 
saying the respect of human 
rights and moves to political re- 
form were a condition. 

The dispute over sanctions 
threatened to ma r what was being 
billed as a 4 milestone ’ summit in 
Washington that was expected to 
cover a wide range of issues, in- 
cluding trade, economic condi- 
tio ns and foe drag trade. 

Bruton was accompanied by 
European Commission President 
Jacques Santer, who has also 
been outspoken in his criticism of 
the U.S. increasingly resorting to 
use sanctions threats as part of its 
foreign policy. 

The summit, held twice a year, 
marks the first anniversary of the 
EU-U.S. trans-Atlantic dialogue, 
but is seen hampered in its aim to 
deepen and widen relations by 
the continuing dispute over extra- 
territorial laws. 


signaling an easing of tensions 
over settlements and shootings. 

Yitzhak Molcho, an adviser to 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu, was due to meet Palestinian 
negotiator Saeb Erakar after a 10- 
day break in Hebron talks to try to 
wind up an elusive agreement, a 
PLO official said. 

Israel and the PLO have failed 
in three months of negotiations to 
agree on security arrangements 
which Netanyahu wants to protect 
some 400 Jews who live and study 
in Hebron amid more than 
100,000 Palestinians. 


Conditions in 
Ramaliah Bleak 
After 5 -Day Siege | 

JERUSALEM - Palestinian Cabi- 
net Minister Hanan Ashrawi said 
yesterday a five-day-old Israeli 
siege of Ramaliah has severely 
disrupted health and educational 
services in die West Bank city. 

Ashrawi, minister of higher 
education, said Ramallah’s main 
hospital had suspended normal 
surgical operations and was deal- 
ing only with emergencies. 

"Hospitals say right now they 
have supplies but they’re r unnin g 
low on fresh produce, I don’t 
know how long Ramaliah can last 
in this state of siege,” she said in 
an address to the Foreign Press 
Association. 

Israel imposed a closure cm 
Ramaliah, cutting it off from other 
pans of the West Bank, on 
Wednesday following the killing 
near the city of two Jewish settlers 
by gunmen belonging to the Da- 
mascus-based Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine. 

Ashrawi said the Palestinian 
Authority, which demanded the 
lifting of the siege, "Only had 
hints from Israel that this wfll not 
last long but we judge on foe basis 
of actions and not hints and public 
relations." - 

I Oman Blames 
Israel for Deadlock 
in M.E. Peace 
Process I 

MUSCAT, "OMAN - Oman yes- 
terday blamed Israel for foe dead- 
lock in the Middle East peace 
process and said it would maintain 
a freeze on official contacts with 
the Jewish state. 

"We took our decision (to 
freeze official ties) and we will 
continue to do so until Israel 
changes its current policy," 


Oman's Minister of State for For- 
eign Affairs Yussef bin Alawi Ab- 
dallah said. 

He was speaking during a joint 
press conference with Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Mussa. 

O man announced on December 
4 it was freezing steps toward 
normalizing lies with Israel after 
criticizing the hard-line policies of 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 


Britain ]ails 
Palestinians for 
Israeli Embassy 
Bomb 

LONDON, ENGLAND - Two 
university-educated Palestinians 
were sentenced yesterday to 20 
years in jail for their part in a 1994 
bombing campaign against Jewish 
targets in London. 

Jawad Botmeh, 28, and his fe- 
male partner Samar Alami, 30, 
were convicted last week of con- 
spiracy to cause explosions in- 
volving the Israeli Em ba ssy in 
London and a Jewish charity. 

No-one was killed or seriously 
injured in the blasts. 


Expansion of 
Turkey, Croatia 
Ties Discussed 


TEHRAN (IRNA) - Ambassadors 
of Turkey and Croatia in Tfehran 
Sunday called for expansion of 
economic relations and exchange 
of technical know-how with Iran. 

Tte call was made (hiring their 
separate meetings with Iranian 
Minister erf Roads and Transpor- 
tation Akbar Torican. 

Turkish Ambassador Osman 
Koruturk said Central Asia can be 
connected to Turkey through Iran 
by linking the Mas hh ad-Sa ra khs 
rial way to the Turkish railways. 

Toikan said that the value of 
Tehran-Ankara economic coop- 
eration in the areas of gas, oik 
electricity, transportation and in- 
dustries is estimated to reach 
$2,000 billion in foe near future. 

The Croatian ambassador to 
Tehran. Tomilave Bosnjak. turn- 
ing to expansion of investments 
between Iranian and Croatian 
h anks requested that a third bank 
be assigned to guarantee the Croa- 
tian batiks. 

Toikan voiced ban’s readiness 
to cooperate with Croatia in 
manufacturing ships and added 
that Iran can purchase spare parts 
from that country. 
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Saeednia: When we 
purchase a series 
of machines, we 
allocate one 
machine for 
training and before 
working on these 
machines our 
technicians receive 
training on the 
. machine. ^ 


Isfahan Bafnaz 





% * 








guests and referred to die urgent 
need for training in the textile 
industry. 

“Until several years ago train- 
ing in industries in general and 
textile industry in particular was 
seldom done or rarely accom- 
plished and the word training was 
a foreign term in the textile indus- 
try because such lactones were 
built and run by those who had no 


ales for commissioning the train- 
ing complex. 

"Nowadays one of the main 
topics and macroeconomic plans 
referred to, in our industry., is the 
question of technology and its 
transfer, " said Moeeni adding that 
manag ement; organizing informa- 
tion anH statistics and the capabil- 
ity of manpower were important 
items in the employment of tech- 


Moeeni, director of training 
of state industries delivers a 
speech in Bafnaz factory 

The side-training workshop of 
Isfahan B afnaz Textile Factories 
(IBF) was commissioned in the 
presence of several officials and 
management of textile industries. 

Engineer Moeeni, director of 
tr ainin g of state industries, 

Tajoldin, executive secretary 
of Isfahan Labor House, Karhni, 
the adviser of the governor-gen- 
eral of Isfahan Province and sev- 
eral other textile management 
were present in the ceremony. 

This training workshop has 
been built in an area of 250 sq. 
meters consisting of an audio- vis- 
ual training hall, health facilitie s 
and two classrooms and a large 
hall. 


The only way to solve the problem 
lof our industries is to give training. 


academic education. Since in the 
past die training was not accom- 
plished in a systematic manner, 
the machinery very soon depreci- 
ated. However, after necessary 
research we came to die conclu- 
sion that the training system 
should be modernized and despite 
preliminary opposition by the 
workers who wait angry and up- 
set when they were dispatched to 
training classes, we commenced 
this important task and the condi- 
tions have so improved dial now 
the laborers are awaiting impa- 
tiently to be sent to such training 
courses,” said Masoodnia. 

Moeeni, director of the train- 
ing of the state industries, fhanlreH 
the managing director of Isfahan 
Bafnaz Factories and his associ- 




The workshop contains a ring 
machine, a flyer machine, a mul- 
tilayer remover, a carding ma- 
chine, a P.aiijet machine, a P.N. 
aiijet and a jettison aixjet machine! 

The above two machines have 
been installed and commissioned 
for the first time in the above 
workshop and the F-44 shuttle 
weaving machine, Hakopa spindle 
weaving machin e, punching ma- 
chine, and training roller and 
training Daubi machines are also 
available in the training work- 
shop. 

Addressing the ceremony, Ma- 
sood Masoodnia (Farshbaf), the 
managing director of Isfahan Baf- 
naz textile Factories welcomed the 


nology which must be carefully 
considered. 

Referring to the fact that the 
industrialized nations are building 
their own hardware, Moeeni said 
proper and correct use of software 
was an impor tant factor in the 
performance of a factory. 

“During the First Five Year 
Plan, the nation nearly reached a 
stage where the majority of its 
hardware were manufactured lo- 
cally and die natio n has progress 
ahead of Central Asian republics, 
India and Pakistan in this field,* 
Moeeni added. 

Referring to the need for edu- 
cation and research, Moeeni said 
the only solution for the nation's 
industrial problems was education 
and that education without re- 
search was meanrnglesa - 

Zooming on the giant budgets 
Spent by the nnhiorialmd nations 
for research in industry, Moeeni 
«aid the U.S. was investing 150b 
dollars, France 44b dollars, and 
south Korea 22b dollars but re- 
gretfully the amount of money 
earmarked for such an important 
task is marginal in Iran. 

"By die end of die Second Five 



Inauguration ceremonies of side-training workshop of Bafnazi 
factory 


S/N 

Name of course 

Instructor 

Location 

No of personnel 

Total training 
hours 

Man hours 

1 

Quran 

Hosseinali Qascmi 
from Bafnaz 

Factory 

33 

30 

1000 

"> 

RN. airject mechanics 

Yadegari from 
Bafnaz 

Factory 

11 

100 

1100 

3 

Dying, print and 
finishing 

Foroughr from IGPI 

Factory 

20 

50 

1000 

4 

Complete general 
mechanics 

ICPf instructors 

IGPI 

1 

1611 

1600 

5 

Computer 

Sa'adat from ICPl 

Factory 

10 

170 

700 

6 

Casting ledinofosv 

Rezai from IGPI 

Factory 

4 

45 

100 

6 

Electronics 

Ahmadi from ICPl 
IGPI instructors 

Factory 

IGPI 

24 

1 

70 

' 800 

1680 

800 

9 

10 
11 

Trainees (34) 
Millinft machine repair 

Mechanics of finishing 
equipment 

- 

- 

34 

200 

6800 

IGPI instructors 
fayan from Bafnaz 

IGPI 

Factory 

4 

32 

24 

80 

96 

2600 

12 

Finishing machines 
electricity 

Sheibani from 

Factory 

. SO 

20 

2500 

Total 




19976 


le-Training 

Launched 


Year Development Plan oar tech- 
nical and vocational workshops 
will increase to 197 workshops," 
said Moeeni adding that the Tech- 
nical and Vocational T raining Or- 
ganization owns 3,000 private 
tr aining centers in the country 
which are now active. Also our 
technical teams are conducting 
training courses in army barracks 
and the army personnel are attend- 
ing such training classes during 
the spare hoars. 

Underlining the need for train- 
ing in the industries, Moeeni said 
Article 110 and Note 2 of die 
Labor Law has bound the indus- 
tries to establish and exploit side- 


sound who went to such work- 
shops for on-the-job training faced 
mrTT w m ng difficulties and the op- 
position of the workers and the 
theoretical systems did not corre- 
spond with practical work. Newly 
graduated technicians used to 
commit mistakes due to lack of 
practical experience and the work- 
ers were finding faults with them. 
As a result, after working far a 
while the edneated manpower left 
the workshop and this caused 
great problem for the textile fac- 
tories and evinced the need for 
education within foe textile facto- 
ries. To solve that problem we 
At*riApA to mix wwy and expc- 



'I 


State and provincial authorities inspect different parts of 
Bafnaz factory 


training workshops for factories. 

According to Moeeni more 
than 2500 experts are instructing 
in the workshops at the industrial 
centers by the Technical and Vo- 
cational Training Organization. 

In an interview with Masood- 
nia, managing director of Isfahan 
Bafnaz Factories, Masoodnia 
said: "Due to establishment of 
training workshops in the factories 
and the need for training in textile 
industry and considering the fa*t 
that textile is a very old industry 
whose founders are generally 
merchants and businessmen and 
since Isfahan Bafnaz Factories 




rieoce in the workshop becaosc 
the majority of o ur p r ob lems were 
due to incorrect information about 
scientific and technical matters," 
the managing director of IBF 
noted. 

He said in a visit to textile 
factories in Czech Republic it was 
concluded that before employing 
workers in the factories it was 
necessary for them to undergo a 
fall on-the-job training in order to 
acquaint them with die related n»- 
dimes. 

“This system was not followed 
in Iran and the employees of tex- 
tile industries started their work 
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lacked a systemic tr aining center 
and educated staff and the level of 
education in the factory was very 
low, such a system was employed 
in IBF. 

He said in the past when the 
factory management wanted to 
send workers to the technical and 
vocational training centers to re- 
ceive training, they faced labor 
strikes. As a result such a pro- 
gressive system- of training has 
been launched beside Isfahan Baf- 
naz Factories to upgrade the 
knowledge of the employees. 

"Formerly the question of 
training was taken very badly by 
the employees and it was difficult 
to solve such a wrong conception 
of the matter. The educated per- 


Mosood Masoodnia: Until 
several yean ago training te 

the industry was cottsideni a 

foreign word became the 
textite industries was ran ty 
ikosc who had no academic 
education. But conditions 
have so improved that now 
the workers ore impadendy 
awaiting to be sent to 
i training courses , 










Masoodnia, managing 
director of Bafnaz factories 
delivers a speech at the 
inaugural ceremony 

with foe machines without a prior 
training. Such an ignorance re- .. 
suited in early depreciation erf die ' 
machinery and unsatisfactory pro- 
duction," said Moeeni adding that 
an employee in Czech Republic 
attends 3 years training course be- 
fore being employed in an indus- 
trial mrif- 

" Regretfully no comprehen- 
sive study had been conducted 
about ftiK mattw in Iran to trace 
foe problem to the root and re- 
move the defects. As a result and 
doe to existence of advanced fa- 
cilities in Isfahan we decided to 
establish side-training workshops 
beside our factories in Isfahan de- 
spite the existence of Stale Tech- 
nical and Vocational Training 
Organization," Masoodnia added. 

The managing director of Isfa- 
han Bafnaz Factories said foe 
training started from the manage- v 
ment and supervisory level md 
due to our resistance against a 
negative attitude by foe workers, 
foe training culture in foe factory 
has been well digested and ac- 
cepted and now foe employees are 
impatiently looking for foe day 
that they will be sent to training 
courses. 

"Whenever we purchase a se- 
ries of machines we allocate one 
of them for training and before ^ 
working on the machinery our 
technicians receive necessary 
training on the machine and this 
increases foe life of foe 
and improves the quality and 
quantity of products,” said Mat- 
soodnia and expressed hope foot 
these side-training workshops 
would serve as a pattern in textile 
industries in Is fahan province and 
would combine science with prac- 
tical experience. 
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Tajoldin, executive secretary of Isfahan Labor House inspects 
Bafnaz side-training workshop 
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S. Korean Court Commutes 
Ex-Presidents 9 Death Sentence 
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SEOUL (AFP) - A Sooth Korean 
appeal court yesterday commuted 
the death sentence ordered against 
former President Chun Doo- 
Hwan for mutiny and corruption, 
and retfaced the jail term of his 
successor Rob Tae-Woo. 

The verdict, although widely 
CT|w»i»d, divided the nation. 

Relatives of some 200 victims 
of die 1980 Kwangju massacre 
p • i ** q m*A " u^TT^gf gr^ ... this is no 
trial, " die political opposition re- 
served judgment and Chun’ s home 
province quietly applauded. 

priming to South Korea’s me- 
teoric econ o m i c growth and die 
peaceful transition of power dar- 
ing his presidency, the coart said 
Chon should serve a life jail term. 

1 Rob’s sentence was reduced 
from 22-add-a-half years to 17 
years. 
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SEOUL, REPUBLIC OF KOREA: Fortner South Korean 
presidents Chun Doo-Hwan (R) and Roh Tae-Woo (L) stand at 
the bar of the Seoul appellate court Dec. 16. 

(AFP Photo) 
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SINGAPORE (AFP) - President 
Ong T eng Cheong dissolved par- 
liament yesterday, setting the 
stage for elections which were 
widely expected to give Prime 
Minister Gob Ghok Tong a fresh 
mandate to lead Singapore into die 
21st century. 

No election date was immedi- 
ately set but Gdh and Senior Min- 
ister Lee Kuan Yew, the former 
pr ettier , indicated in remarks 


rn Home 


published yesterday dial polls for 
a new five-year term could be 

Local media expect an election 
date in early January. 

A one-line government state- 
ment issued after financial mar- 
kets closed said: "The president, 
on die advice of the prime minis- 
ter, has dissolved parliament on 
Monday, 16th December, 1996/ 




The People's Action Party 
(PAP) has governed uninterrupted 
since 1959 and won all but four of 
die 81 seats contested in the 1991 
general elections. 

It is widely expected to retain 
overwhelming control of parlia- 
ment in die next polls but whether 
the PAP can retain its share of the 
popular vote - which stood at 61 
percent in 1991 — remains a matter 
of speculation. 
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Canadian 
Official Praise 
Iran's 

Achievement 


Ciller Denounces EU for "Excluding 
Turkey" from Expansion Plans 


, is# 


, hr 


ANKARA (AFP) - Foreign Min- 
ister Tansn Ciller has blasted the 
Emqpean Union for excluding 
Tinkey fiom future enlargement 
plans. 

"Turkey has a for more ad- 
•vanced w o no wy dwn any of the 
ocher candidates for future EU 
membership/ tiller told reporters 
at Ankara airport Sunday cm her 
retain from Dublin where she had 
met EU leaders. 

"Leaving Turkey outside will 
be unfair for Turkey and will mark 
a V ttn y if- mistake for die EU/ 
C3Hex said, according to the Turk- 
ish press. 

In foe Irish capital Saturday, 
the 15 EU members cited the 
names of 1 1 countries, mostly for- 
ma Communist states, as poten- 
^dal future members of the union, 
but w pde no mention of Turkey. 

Turkey, an associate member - 


Emir Says Bahrain 
Will Not Give up 
Territory 


MANAMA, BAHRAIN (AP) - 
The emir, in ah apparent reference 
to the hater territorial dispute with 
Qatar, vowed yesterday to defend 
Bahrain's borders. 
r*. -Sheik Isa bin Salman al Khalifa 
was addressing his small Persian 
Gulf island nation on its 25th na- 
tional day. 

"No part of the country will be 
given away, or be up for bargain- 
ing,” the emir said. He vowed 
that "Bahrain will continue to de- 
fend the unity of its national soil 
... by all legitimate means." 

Bahrain and Qatar, both mem- 
bers of foe Persian Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council, claim sovereignty 
over a chain of folarais and the 
Zubara Strip of land in Qatar that 
historical significance for 
Bahrain’s r uling family. 


to the Ell, last year signed a cus- 
toms union a gre ement with the 
union A boosting trade. 
However, vetoes by Turkey’s 


Ankara envisaged by the customs 
union accord. 

Also allegations of contained 
human rights abuses in Turkey 


arch rival Greece have hampered have adversely affected the ties 
foe Sow of EU financial aid to with the EU. 
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BEIJING, CHINA: Chinese People’s Liberation Army soldiers 
on their day off, admire the Hong Kong countdown clock at 
Beijing's Tiananmen Square Dec. 15. (AFP photo) 


Dr. Shahantfeh’s column will be on page 14 tomorrow 




Rwandan Refugees 
Crossing from Tanzania 
at 10,000 an Hour 


KIGALI, RWANDA (AFP) - 
Mare than 40,000 Rwandan refu- 
gees returned to their home coun- 
try from Tanzania yesterday as an 
exodns that began in a trickle two 
days ago grew to a flood, the U.N. 
refugee agency said here. 

By midday, 51,000 had filed 
across foe narrow border bridge at 
Rusmno, with more arriving at the 
rate of 10,000 an hour, U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) spokesman Paul 
Stromberg said here. 

The number of returns grew as 
African leaders were due to meet 
for a regional summit in Nairobi 
co defuse foe crisis in the Great 
T-alpy region that threatens five 
nations — Burundi, Rwanda, Tan- 
zania, Uganda and Zaire. 

At least 25,000 Hutu refugees 
were reported to have returned 




Gorbachev Calls for New 
Union of Ex-Soviet States 

MOSCOW (Reuter) - Former So- 
viet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, still searching for apublic 
role five years after the Soviet 
Union collapsed, said yesterday 
he could help forge a plan to renew 
a union of ex-Soviet republics. 

Largely ignored in the country 
he transformed by unleashing foe 
reforms of Perestroika and Glas- 
nost, Gorbachev called on a con- 
ference that included former aides 
and members of his Communist 

Party politboro to draft a plan for GORBACHEV 

a new union. 

"I fevor a new voluntary union bachev, winner of the 1990 Nobel 

of the sovereign governments. Peace Prize, 
each enjoying equal ri ghts , in foe Gorbachev, 65, who has re- 
near f utur e, " he told the group. cently returned from visits to the 

"Let’s give th might as to how United States and Europe to pro- 

we mn unify our work so that we mote his memoirs, has long been 
could present to die politicians in haunted by the collapse of the So- 

power a well thought out, serious, viet Union in December 1991 and 

responsible proposal/ said Gor- foe impact it has on his legacy. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) - Fresh 
fi ghting between rival warlords in 
bullet-riddled Mogadishu killed 
four people and wounded seven 
yesterday, witnesses in the Somali 
capital said. 

The clashes were concentrated 
in sooth Mogadishu’s Medina en- 
clave where Habr Gedir militia led 
by Hussein Mohamed Aidid tried 
to oust foe Abgal fences of Musse 
Sudi Yalahow. 

The Medina is a strategic loca- 
tion, lying just beside the interna- 
tional airport, unused since U.N. 




fiom Tanzania on Sunday, while 
on Saturday foe figure bad been 
5,000, at a maximum rate of just 
1,000 an hour. 

"It’s a continuous flow, the 
roads are packed with refugees. 
between 10:45 a.m. and 11:30 
a-m. (08:45 and 09:30 GMT), 
13,500 crossed over/ Stromberg 
told AFP. 

He said more than 50 men, 
suspected of threatening foe refu- 
gees to persuade them not to re- 
turn home, had been arrested by 
Tanzanian troops. Armed Hum 
extremists accused of genocide in 
Rwanda have been living among 
foe rebels. 

The latest batch of refugees to 
go home was from foe camps of 
Benaco and Lumasi, some 20 kilo- 
meters (12 miles) from foe border 
over foe Riisumo River, he added. 


troops withdrew in March last 
year because it is within range of 
foe guns of both sides. 

Yalahow is fi ghting with Ali 
Mahdi Mohamed, who controls a 
large part of north Mogadishu. 

Witnesses said the latest casu- 
alties came when Abgal destroyed 
a Habr Gedir battle-wagon. 

The death toll from a mortar 
attack on south Mogadishu’s 
Bakaraha market on Sunday 
meanwhile rose to 16 after three 
people died of thet wounds , hos- 
pital sources said. 




YUMUREAUK, TUR- 
KEY -An oil tanker began 
loading Iraqi crude yes- 
terday from an Iraqi- 
Turkish pipeline at the 
Mediterranean port of Yu- 
murtalik in southern Tur- 
key. 

NEW DELHI, INDIA - 

Former Indian Prime Min- 
ister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
here yesterday claimed 
constitutional immunity 
against being put on trial 
for allegedly buying votes. 

MEDELLIN, COLOM-j 
BIA - One person died and! 
more than a dozen were 
hurt yesterday in a car- 
bomb blast at the house 
of Juan Gomez Martinez, j 
an ex- min ister and ex- 
govemor of Antioquia, 
Medellin police said. 

TOKYO, JAPAN - Two 
U.S. landing craft sank off 
Okinawa, southern Ja- 
pan, during military 
training yesterday, but 
there were no casualties. 
Foreign Ministry officials 
said. 

KARACHI, PAKISTAN - 

Two more senior police of- 
ficers were arrested here 
yestrday in connection 
with the killing of Murtaza 
Bhutto, estranged 

brother of deposed Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto. 

CALCUTTA, INDIA - 
Nobel Peace laureate 
Mother Teresa is to un- 
dergo further electric 
shock treatment after her 
heart rhythm became ir- 
regular again overnight, 
doctors announced yes- 
terday. 

UBREVIIIJB, GABON - 

Several members of Ga- 
bon’s government have 
been returned to power in 
general elections, includ- 
ing Prime Minister Paulin 
Nguema, the state-owned 
daily L’Uion reported yes- 
terday. (DISPATCHES) 


Rifkind Meets Clerides, Denktash, Sees 
Cyprus Breakthrough in 1 997 


NICOSIA (AFP) - British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind met 
Greek- and Turkish -Cypriot lead- 
ers yesterday and said 1997 should 
produce a breakthrough in efforts 
to end the island’s division after 
more than 20 years. 

Rifkind. on foe first official 
visit by a British foreign secretary 
since Cyprus gained independence 
from Britain in 1960, warned 
however that further militariza- 
tion on foe island carried foe risk 
of conflict. 

"There is a real scope for pro- 
gress but one must acknowledge 
that that’s not going to happen 
overnight," Rifkin d told reporters 
at the presidential palace, where 
he met Cyprus President Glafcos 

Clerides. 



. RIFKIND 

"1997 ought to be foe year in 
which perhaps an important 
breakthrough is made," ahead of 


accession talks expected to start in 
early 1998 for Cyprus to join the 
European Union, said foe foreign 
secretary. 

Ri fkind said his two hours of 
talks with Clerides. a Greek -Cyp- 
riot, had been "very encourag- 
ing/ 

Rifkind, following his talks 
with Clerides, crossed the U.N.- 
parrolled "green line" dividing Ni- 
cosia for a meeting with Rauf 
Denktash, foe leader of the Turk- 
ish -Cypriot community. 

Tension has been running high 
in Cyprus since unprecedented 
clashes on foe green line in which 
two Greek-Cypriot protesters 
were killed in August. Two other 
Greek -Cypriots and a Turkish sol- 
dier have also died since June. 
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Finns Lend After Opening Round 

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, COLORADO (AP) - World cup points lead- 
ers Sampaa Lajtmen and Jan Mantda of Finland pot together two solid 
jumps Saturday to take a small lead over American skiers Tim Tetreault 
and Todd Lodwick in the first half of a two-man, two-day world cop 
sprint relay meet Lajunen, 17, jumped 113 and 113.5 meters while 
Mantxla went 115.5 and 97.5 meters for 222,2 points in the two-man 
sprint relay. Tetreault, a two-time Olympian, and Lodwick had 217.9 
points for their four jumps on Howelsen Hill The Fimas will stmt IS 
seconds ahead of the Americans on Sunday. j 


Sports Highlights 


Australians to Help French yocMsimii 


PERTH, AUSTRALIA (AFP) - One of Australia's most prestigious 
sailing clubs is standing by to help star Frencb yachtsman Yves Parlier, 
struggling to reach die refuge of western Australia after his yacht was 
severely damaged. 

Parlier, sailing Aquitaine Innovations, was one of the leaders of a 
fleet of 15 yachts in the Vende Globe Challenge, a single-handed, 
non-stop, round-the-world race in which he is the race favorite. 

Race participants were hit by storms nine days ago. Parlier’s 20-me- 
| tre (65-foot) hi-tech boat is among three to receive severe damage. It has 
damaged rudders, deck fittings and sails. 


Lloyd Warns West Indies 


ADELAIDE. AUSTRALIA (AFP; - West Indies team manager Clive 
Lloyd said here on Monday it may be rime for a clear out in the ailing 
squad touring Australia. 

Criticized for their dismal performances in the tests and one-day 
series, the legendary batsman said he would like a greater say in team 

affairs. _ 

After two test defeats and two losses in one day internationals to 
Australia, Lloyd said: "We're rebuilding, there’s no doubt about that" 
"Our bowlers are not bowling as penetratingly as we’re accustomed 
to and our batting is still a bit below par. 

"If it means replacing some of those players, then fine, that’s what 
we'll have to do because people expect West Indies cricket to be at the 
too of the ladder. 


Zamalek’s Record Fourth Title 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) - Zamalek of Egypt became the most success- 
ful club in African history* by lifting the Champions Cup a record fourth 
time this weekend with a dramatic triumph over Nigerian side Shooting 
Stars. 

Both legs of the final produced 2-1 victories for the home team so 
the continental showpiece went to a penalty shootout at the Nasser 
Stadium in Cairo which Zamalek won 5-4. 

The Egyptian Aristocrats seem to revel in the tension of post-match 
penalties with three consecutive titles coming via shootouts following 
the 3-0 rout of Stars in 1984. 

Captain Ismail Youssef, a midfielder who played for Egypt in the 
1990 World Cup, featured in die four victorious teams and was also 
involved in the 1994 decider, which Zamalek lost to Esperance of | 
Tunisia. 

There was only frustration for Nigeria as the 28th attempt to lift the 
ultimate prize ended in failure despite huge financial incentives and the 
support of national coach Amodu Shaibu and a psychologist * 


I.T.F. Junior World Rankings Are Out and 



Mehdi Babaii (above) was ranked No. 614 




f sldorf-Lehniffli to Face Hecb-Petry in Fool 

LA QUINTA, CALIFORNIA (AP) - Duffy Waldorf pancd the 
playoff hole Saturday and he and paitaa- Tom Lehman advaiKDd a t 
final round of the Pinos Chib matches. Waldorf birthed the 18th 
force a playoff against Made Brooks and Andrew McGee, then fc anhed 
the fust extra hole to put his team into a playoff a gmwf the teams of 
Steve Joncs-Rick Fefar and Justin Lcouaxd-Mike Halbert to ^^Trirr 
which would face Scott Hoch rod Kenny Peny m Sunday 's final Hoch 
and Peny defeated Steve Stacker and Kirk Triplett I-np to wren* 341 
^ia the other backet 
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ABU DHABI: United Arab Emirates's Ismail Ismail leaps up in the air as he celebrates with his team their victory over Iraq in Asian 
Cup first quarterfinal December 15 in Abu Dhabi. The UJLE. beat Iraq 1-0 with a "sudden death” goal from a 35 yards free kick by 
Abdel Hussein in the 14th minute of extra time. 


(AFP Photo) 


Moy$ Alive and Kicking 


WASHINGTON D.C. (AFP) - 
Reigning Super Bowl champions 
Dallas secured their fifth straight 
Division title an Sunday as Chris 
Boniol booted four field goals to 
give them a 12-6 victory over New 
England in (he National Football 
League. 

The win over the League’s top 
offensive team was the third in a 
row and fifth in six games for (he 
Cowboys, who overcame a 1-3 
start to the season and are now 
assured of at least one home play- 
off game. 

The Cowboys finish the regular 
season next weekend at Washing- 
ton, who were eliminated from 
playoff contention in a heart- 
breaking loss to Arizona. 

Kevin Butler's 28-yard field 
goal as time expired gave the Car- 
dinals a 27-26 victory, knocking 
the Redskins out of playoff con- 
tention despite a 7-1 start to the 
season. 

"Winning five Division titles in 
a row is nice, 1 congratulated our 
players," said coach Barry 
Switzer. "But all it really does is 
get you in a position to attain your 
final goal . Next week in Washing- 
ton we’ll take it as a bye week. 
We'll take the opportunity to rest 
some players and get them ready 
for the playoffs." 

Boniol kicked field goals of 35 
and 29 yards in the third quarter 
to account for the only points of 
the second half. He kicked field 
goals of 23 and 36 yards in the first 
half. Boniol has kicked 26 con- 
secutive field goals,, the third- 
longest streak in NFL history. 

The loss denied New England 
an opportunity to clinch the 


American Conference East tide. 
The Patriots, who have already 
secured a playoff berth, can still 
win die Division crown if Buffalo 
lose on Monday night at Miami. It 
was only the second loss in nine 
games for New England. 

The Cowboys intercepted 
Drew Bledsoe three times, includ- 
ing a pair by safety Darren Wood- 
son. Bledsoe completed 20 of 40 
passes for 178 yards. Rookie 
Terry Glenn had eight catches for 
84 yards. Patriots star tight end 
Ben Coates, who entered the game 
with 59 receptions for 663 yards, 
was held without a catch. 

San Francisco and Carolina 
continue to battle for the' NFC 
West title and a possible first- 
round bye. 

The 49ers bounced back from 
their loss to the Panthers last week 
with a 25-15 victory over Pitts- 
burgh, who had a 13-game home 


winning streak snapped. 

Jerry Rice caught eight passes 
for 63 yards and a touchdown and 
became the first NFL receiver 
with three consecutive 100-calch 
seasons. 

Carolina kept the upper hand 
with a 27-16 victory over Balti- 
more. They can clinch the Divi- 
sion crown next Sunday with a win' 
over Pittsburgh. 


Newcombe 
Says Australia 
Second only to 
U.SJL 


NFC Central winners Green 
Bay clinched a first-round bye 
with a 31-3 rout of Detroit. Min- 
nesota secured a post-season spot 
with a 21 -10 win over Tampa Bay, 
coupled with Washington’s de- 
feat. 

Denver had already clinched 
tho'AFC West title and home field 
advantage before a 24-19 victory 
over Oakland. Indianapolis de- 
feated Kansas City 24-19, both 
teams staying in the playoff hunt. 


SYDNEY (AFP) - Australia is on* 
of the top tennis nations in terms 
of the strength of the number of 
good players on the circuit; Davis 
Cup captain John Newcombe said 
on Monday. 

Newcombe said only the 
United States had a bigger pool of 
top players than Australia, who 
have fought their way baric to the 
World Group and take on defend- 
ing champions France in the open- 
ing round of the 1997 competition 
here next February. 


"Throughout 1996 all seven 
players were in the team at some 
stage, with three playing singles 
and four playing doubles. I believe 
that only the United States has 
more depth than us,” Newcombe 
told a press conference. 


Hill Wins British Award 


LONDON (AFP) - Britain’s For- 
mula-One world champion 
Damon Hill was voted BBC Tele- 
vision’s ’Sports Personality of the 
Year’ here Sunday. 

The viewers put four-times 
Olympic rowing champion Steve 
Redgrave second and jockey 
Frankie Dettori third. 

Redgrave won the team award 
with partner Matthew PinsenL 

The 36-year-old Hill, who re- 
ceived the trophy from last year’s 
winner, triple-jumper Jonathan 
Edwards, said: "This has really 
made my year 

The ‘Overseas Personality 
Award’ was shared between world 


heavyweight boxing champion 
Evander Holyfield and sprint king 
Michael Johnson 



He said France would be a 
tough first up opponent, even on 
grass of the White City courts. 

"We think, we are good enough 
to beat France and win the whole 
Davis Cup in 1997, the only ques-fc. 
tion remaining is to find out if we 
are as good as we believe. 
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"The squad is looking forward 
to this long awaited home tie and 
they all appreciate there is going 
to be stiff competition for the team 
to take on France,” he said. 


Newcombe, who rame under 
pressure when unrated Hungary 
eliminated Australia from the first 
round of the Davis Cup this year, 
announced that he had added San- 
don Stoile and Michael Tebbutt to 
the Australian squad for the first 
round tie From February 7-9. 
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Russia Must Launch Major 
Structural Reforms in 1997 


MOSCOW (AFP) - Russia’s 1997 
draft budget, approved on first 
leading by parliament, will enable 
toe government to undertake criti- 
cal, fer-readung reform in the 
armed forces, social services and 
tax system, Finance Minister Alex- 
ander Livshits said Sundry. 

' Speaking to reporters after the 
state Duma, nr lower bouse of par- 
fomenL voted in favor of die 
budget, Livshits said "die moment 
flftrnth has arrived" for structural 
" brins m Russia. 

"lil l997; Russia faces the need 
— -tetake complex structural ro 
.in the armed forces, social 
services, die tax system and enter- 
prises," Livshits said. The re- 
somces in the budget will help to 
«snre. these reforms are carried 
qut"'X 

vThe new draft budget added an 
extra34.8 triUion rubles ($6 bil- 
licm). in projected revenue and 
siding, after two previous drafts 
were rejected by the Duma. 

The budget has to pass through 
two more readings in the Duma 


with support from at least half of 
the chamber's deputies, before go- 
ing to the upper house, the Federa- 
tion Council, where it requires a 
simple majority to pass. 

The second and third readings 
are expected to take place on De- 
cember 25. 

The government plans to allo- 
cate 30 trillion rubles to launch a 
new development fund to invest in 
profitable enterprises, which 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin said should increase to 
hundreds of trillions by the year 
2000. 

Livshits said the separate devel- 
opment budget "will be very diffi- 
cult to stick to, but we are 
determined to do so, with all the 
means at our disposal, otherwise 
we won’t be able to boost the econ- 
omy.' 1 

He said the new 1997 "budget 
for growth" would create condi- 
tions for more than 200 trillion ru- 
bles ($36 billion) in investment, or 
two percent growth. 


Euro Notes Get Thumbs 
Down 


DUBLIN (Reuter) - The European 
Union showed its citizens toe color 
afksmoBeytois weekend, and the 
citizens were not impressed. 

In a ceremony coinciding with 
a deal on budget discipline, a key 
step towards a European single 
currency, toe authority responsible 
for toe new notes took toe wraps 
off toe winning design, a tastefiil 
collection of bridges through the 


Italian President Romano Prodi 
called it a mess. His Foreign Af- 
fairs Minister Lamberto Dini just 
grimaced. 

German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl said they were not bright 
enough and old people with bad 
eyesight would be confused. 

I British Prime Minister John 
Major, backed by Spanish Premier 
Jose Maria Aznar, pointed out that 
toe map on toe notes had missed 
out Turkey, Cyprus and toe 
Balearic islands. 

Major said he wanted room for 
toe head of Queen Elizabeth to be 
printed on the notes. Chirac said he 
did not, otherwise France and other 
popular tourist destinations would 
be flooded with notes bearing alien 
symbols. Newspapers were even 
blunter. 

Tide!", said Munich’s 
Abendzeitung. The new euro — 
my. isn’t it ugly!" the paper said in 
a front page headline. 

Britain’s Daily Mail slammed 
toem as "bland and insipid pieces 
of colored paper". Printing copies 
of the notes on a black-bordered 
front page headline, it thundered: 


"Has 1,100 years of our history 
come to this?" 

Perhaps predictably, other Brit- 
ish newspapers were just as out- 
raged, reflecting bitter opposition 
to toe very idea of a single currency 
and the death of toe pound. 

The Daily Express, angry that 
there was not enough room for toe 
head of Queen Elizabeth on the 
notes, said they were- a suicide 
note for all that is best about Brit- 
ain." 

People on toe street were just as 
scathing; 

"It’s monopoly money, isn’t it? 
they’re not serious, are they?" John 
Heath told toe Daily Telegraph. 

But some had kind words for 
the notes which toe single cur- 
rency’s backers intend to put in 
consumer s’ pockets in six years — 
giving toe designers time to clean 
up the glitches. 

Bild, Germany’s biggest selling 
daily, said toe euro had been an 
abstract idea but toe new designs 
had changed all that 

Britain’s left-leaning Guardian 
said toe notes brought home toe 
fact the euro was no longer "a fig- 
ment of toe imagination." 

Waxing Lyrical, it said toe im- 
ages on the notes represented for 
Europeans "windows of opportu- 
nity, bridges of reconciliation and 
gateways to a new age in which 
member states of a united Europe 
will never again go to war and will 
instead bind themselves together 
in peace by sharing that most pow- 
erful of all social cements — a com- 
mon currency." 


Fed, Seen Holding 


WASHINGTON (Reuter) - Fed- 
eral Reserve policymakers are ex- 
pected to end the year with a 
whimper, not a bang, by deciding 
to leave interest rates unchanged 
on Tuesday. 

In public speeches and private 
conservations in recent days, U.S. 
central bank officials have voiced 
broad satisfaction with toe shape of 
the economy. 

While some are worried that 
*todt prices may be too high and 
others fret that unemployment may 
be too low, none seem inclined to 
change rates at this time — either up 
or down. 


"The risks to toe economy seem 
pretty evenly balanced," one offi- 
cial, who declined to be named, 
told Reuters. 

That is not the way it looked just 
a few months ago. At that time, the 
economy was coming off a strong 
second quarter and seemed on the 
verge of overheating. 

In feet, toe policy-making Fed- 
eral open market committee came 
to the brink of raising interest rates 
in September, only to back off after 
ceptral bank chairman Alan Green- 
span argued for more time to see if 
toe economy slowed down on its 


Boeing, McDonnell Douglas 
Announce Mega-Merger 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Boeing 
and McDonnell Douglas have an- 
nounced they intend to merge in a 
stock swap to create toe world’s 
-largest aircraft manufacturer and' 
reshape toe aerospace industry. 

Sunday’s merger an- 
nouncement, with an estimated 
value of some $13 billion, will 
boost Boeing — already the world’s 
leader in civil aviation — far ahead 
of Europe’s Airbus in toe market 
for commercial aircraft. 

The combined group will have 
an estimated $48 billion in reve- 
nues, and will operate as toe Boe- 
ing company, Boeing Chairman 
Phi] Condit told reporters here. 

McDonnell Douglas will re- 
main a division wi thin the com- 
party. 

"By bringing these two compa- 
nies together we can better serve 
our customers and our sharehold- 
ers,” Condit said. 

The m amm oth company will 
also be a much bigger competitor 
for the Airbus consortium 

According to Boeing, between 
1990 and 1995 Boeing and 
McDonnell Douglas had a com- 
bined 75-percent market share of 
toe world civil aviation market 
while Airbus had 20 percent 







Condit will be chairman and 
chief executive officer of toe new 
company and McDonnell Douglas 
chairman Harry Stonecipher will 
be president and chief operating 
officer. 

"This is great news for the air- 
line industry, for our nation’s de- 
fense programs, and for space 
programs worldwide,” Condit 
said. 

Though Sunday's an- 
nouncement came as a surprise. 


mm k 


Condit said toe two companies bad 
been talking on and off for three 
years. The effort to finalize a deal 
began only last Tuesday morning 
in a meeting between Condit and 
Stonecipher. 

Under the terms of the deal, 
McDonnell Douglas shareholders 
will receive 0.65 shares of Boeing 
common stock for each share of 
McDonnell Douglas common 
stock, the companies said in a 
statement. 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) - Only 
eight of the world's 191 nations 
have truly free economies, accord- 
ing to a study by toe Heritage 
Foundation think-tank and toe 
Wall Street Journal released Sun- 
day. 

For the third year since toe an- 
nual study began, Hong Kong 
topped the study as toe freest econ- 
omy in toe world. 

The three other nations in the 
Asia-Pacific region with such free 
economies are Singapore, New 
Zealand, and Taiwan. 

Rounding out toe free category 
were Bahrain, Switzerland, the 
United States and Britain. 

Japan, Thailan d and South Ko- 
rea scored well in toe "mostly free" 
range in toe study which rated eco- 
nomic freedom in 150 of the 
world’s countries. 

Asia also contained some of the 
most repressed economies. Three 
of toe five countries scoring the 
worst on the study’s scale were 
North Korea, Laos and Vietnam. 

Burma, China, India, Bangla- 
desh, Nepal and Cambodia landed 
in toe "mostly unfree" range. 

Ten factors made up the grading 
criteria: trade policy, tax policy, 
government consumption of eco- 
nomic output, monetary policy, 
foreign investment, wage and price 
controls, property rights, regula- 
tion, and the size of the black mar- 
ket 

The study’s major finding was 
that "countries with the most eco- 
nomic freedom have higher rates 
of economic growth than those 
with less economic freedom.” 

Heritage Foundation economist 
William Beach found a statistically 
significant correlation between toe 
degree of economic freedom in a 
country and its economic growth 
rate. 

"Our analysis strongly suggests 
that countries with free-market 
public policies grow fester than 
countries that discourage eco- 
nomic freedoms," Beach wrote. 

Poorer nations, therefore, need 
not resign themselves to sub-par 
economic growth rates. "There is 
no reason Laos, or other poor 




countries, can i acnieve economic 
growth rates that would put their 
living standards on par with those 
of developed countries within a 
generation,” Beach said. 

The index also pointed a finger 
at factors keeping nations from 
forging ahead, in particular fruit- 
ing foreign aid. 

"Instead of helping poor coun- 
tries lift themselves out of poverty, 
development aid often impedes 
their economic growth," co-author 
Bryan Johnson said. 

Among the examples the report 
cited were Haiti, which has ac- 
cepted U.S. aid for 52 years and 
Somalia which has taken it for 41 
years. 

In the former toe per capita 
gross domestic product fell from 
$360 in 1965 to $225 in 1994. In 
toe latter, it fell from $123 in 1965 
to $111 in 1993. 

All told, of toe 78 nations 
ranked as mostly unfree or re- 
pressed, 34 have taken U.S. for- 
eign aid for more than three 
decades, Johnson said. Of these 34 
nations, 23 are no better off today 
than they were in 1 965 and of these 
23 , 13 are actually poorer than they 
were in 1 965, the report said. 

"If development aid is essential 
to economic prosperity," Johnson 
said, "why has there been so little 
progress by the countries most de- 
pendent on foreign aid? 

"The fact is, poverty is largely a 
condition imposed on people by 


ill-conceived and repressive eco- 
nomic policies,” he added. 

In Europe, Switzerland was toe 
freest country economically. Brit- 
ain, toe Netherlands, the Czech Re- 
public, Denmark and Luxembourg 
followed. France, Sweden and It- 
aly were also in the "mostly free" 
category, but their scores were 
dragged down by high taxes. 

European nations making little 
progress included Bulgaria, Russia 
and Albania. 

Germany was toe only Euro- 
pean nation to receive a worse 

score each year. The latest drop 
stemmed from its failure to com- 
plete privatization of state-owned 
industries. 

In Latin America, Chile sur- 
passed Panama as the freest econ- 
omy in the region. Mexico made 
little progress and has a mostly un- 
free economy. 

Colombia and Venezuela have 
continued to drop while Guate- 
mala, Peru and Ecuador improved. 
Cuba's economy remained repres- 
sive. 

Of the 40 African nations 
graded, none were rated as free, 
seven were mostly free, 26 scored 
mostly unfree and seven were re- 
pressed. 

Morocco was toe freest while 
Somalia and Libya were toe most 
repressed. Of toe 1 8 repressed na- 
tions around the globe, more than 
a third were in Africa. 


Turkey Signs 6ns Deal with Yemen 


ANKARA, TURKEY (AP) - 
Looking- to meet its ever-increas- 
ing needs for natural gas, Turkey 
has signed a deal with Yemen to 
buy 4 billion cubic meters (140 
billion cubic feet) of liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) by the year 
2000, Energy Minister Recai Ku- 
tan said Sunday. 


Turkey's natural gas consump- 
tion is expected to quadruple by 
2005, according to energy offi- 
cials. 

Tin-key has already signed gas 
purchase deals with Russia, Alge- 
ria, Iran, Egypt and Nigeria, and is 
looking elsewhere. 
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KUWAIT - Kuwait will no 
longer use mediators in its weap- 
ons purchases regardless of toe 
value of toe deal. Defense Minister 
Sheik Salem al-Sabab announced, 
Sunday. 

The official told toe Kuwait 
news agency that his ministry will 
deal directly with governments of 
countries that produce weapons. 

He said toe decision was part of 
a policy to cut toe budget deficit 
and avoid unnecessary spending. 
The estimated shortfall for toe cur- 
rent 1996-97 fiscal year is about $5 
billion. 1 

Kuwait’s 50-seat parliament, 
toe only elected legislature in the 
Persian Gulf, had accused ministry 
officials of graft and irregularities 
in defense purchases worth mil- 
lions of dollars. 

DHaHRAN - Saudi Aramco 
plans to undertake nine major pro- 
jects worth more than $4.65 billion 
following the completion of toe S2 
billion Shaybah oil field develop- 
ment in 1998. the Saudi Gazette 
reported Sunday. 

The projects will include up- 
& grading gas plants, developing 
> pipelines and expanding produc- 
tion, toe English-language paper 
said. Local companies will be 
awarded subcontracts to execute 
the projects. 

BEIRUT - Lebanon has 
banned toe import of live cows, 
sheep, goats and pigs as well as 
meat products from Bulgaria, the 
local daily Al-Anwar reported 
Sunday. 

It quoted minister of agricul- 
ture Shawki Fakhoury as saying 
that toe measure was taken after 
toe 15 European Union states 
banned the import of live animals 
and meat products from Bulgaria 
because toe animals were disease- 
infected. 

Fakhoury did not say what dis- 
ease infected toe animals. 

The Lebanese ban did not in- 
clude Bulgarian-made dairy and 
cheese products, but they must be 
examined at toe ministry's labora- 
tory before they are allowed into 
the country. 

BEIJING - China said its soar- 
ing stock markets were overheat- 
ing on widespread speculation and 
warned of a crash similar to the 
great Wall Street collapse of 1 929. 

BOMBAY - Indian Finance 
Minister P. Chidambaram has said 
that a controversial corporate tax 
may be phased out after a new in- 
come tax act and companies act 
came into force. Indian industry 
has complained that toe minimum 
alternate tax ate into the profits of 
several companies this year, partly 
resulting in lower half-year results 
at most leading firms. 

HONG KONG - Hong Kong 
Stocks inched higher in morning 
trade after taking a hit last week, 
but analysts said investors were 
still cautious and the upside this 
session was likely to be limited. 

BEIJING - China's Huaneng 
Group Corp has signed an agree- 
ment with several Chinese compa- 
nies to build a 4.47 billion yuan 
($538 million) power plant in east- 
ern Jiangsu Province, the Xinhua 
news agency said. 

LONDON - More than 
150,000 British workers will lose 
their jobs in the coming months, 
the opposition Labor Party said. 
The job losses will cover alt areas 
of toe economy including con- 
struction, financial services, retail 
and manufacturing industries and 
public services, a Labor statement 
said. They will total 1 5 1 ,674. 
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Treat 
fTeethers 
with 
Patience 


QUESTION: My most beauti- 
ful and wonderful new baby, a joy 
forever, has become a little less 
enjoyable these past weeks. Fran- 
tic calls to my mother have me 
convinced that he suffers from 
teething. But what is a new 
mother to do, except turn to her 
favorite newspaper doctor Surely 
yon have the solutions. Won't you 
please share them with me7 

ANSWER: I am probably 
opening Pandora’s box in trying 
to answer this question for you, 
and will be rewarded with a flood 
of mail that tells me I am all. 
wrong, but hero goes anyway. 

Your baby’s imtabihty is the 
result of the swollen ami painful 
gums that accom pany the natural 
process of teething. Usually teeth- 
ing babies drool a bit more, and 
they want to chew and suck a lot 
more to help reduce the discom- 
fort and tenderness. 

You can help a bit by massag- 
ing the gums lightly with a finger 
Try to give your son so mething 
cool to sack on, like a tee thing 

ring that has been kept in the re- 
frigerator for a while. 

Some over-the-counter medi- 
cations are available, but I would 
check with your doctor for ap- 
proval before using one. A hard 
biscuit or cookie can provide die 
child with something to chew on, 
and in certain dicks, mothers 
swear by stale bagels as the per- 
fect solution to the problem. 
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Flu Shot May Not Be Necessary for 
the Young and Active 


By Dr. Allan Bnickhdm 

QUESTION: I have a young, 
very healthy and very active son, 
who participates in college athlet- 
ics. His coach is really leaning on 
him to get a flu shot now, and we 
just can’t fathom the reasoning be- 
hind this pressure. 

Perhaps we still hold a bit of 
suspicion about the safety of this 
injection, as well as the possible 
benefits it can have for a youngster 
who normally has no sick days. 

We would like to know where 
you stand on this question and 
hope you will consider it for your 
column. 

ANSWER: Your question is 
particularly interesting for this 
time of the year, and it offers me an 
opportunity to provide information 
of interest to all. 

First let me dispel any fears you 
have about the safety of the injec- 
tion. Since it is prepared from 
killed viruses, it cannot cause an 
infection. When we see cases of flu 


developing shortly after an injeo- 
tion, it must be presumed that the 
infection occurred before the mjec- * 
tion. Also, problems that existed 
previously in flu vaccinations, par- 
ticularly the swine flu vaccine of 
1976, have now been corrected. 

You may be right in question- 
ing the need of a shot for a vigor- 
ous, young man. 

Recommendations for flu vac- 
cination are directed at people who 
are at high risk from the complica- 
tions of the flu. They include the 
elderly, people who suffer with 
chronic conditions such as diabe- 
tes, and those with disorders of the 
lungs and cardiovascular system. 

The classroom may, however, 
be a breeding ground for infections 
that pass through the respiratory 
system. Moving from room to 
room crowded with many people 
exposes the individual to contami- 
nation from a large number of peo- 
ple. The coach may be trying to 
assure that your son is able to com- 
pete during the season, as he must 


be a valuable player on the team. A 
few relatively benign side effects 
from the injection include soreness 
at the site of injection, lasting up to 
12 hours, which affects from 25 
percent to 50 percent of the indi- 
viduals taking the shot, and a mild 
fever that disappears in less than 24 
hours, which occurs in 1 percent of 
the cases. 

There is controversy among 
physicians as to the advisability of 
giving the injection to youfig ath- 
letes, so the choice is up to your 
son. 

ACROSS MY DESK 

Children's injuries from in-line 
skating, soccer, gyastics and tram- 
polines are among the most fre- 
quently treated in hospital 
emergency rooms but are prevent- 
able, according to a recent report 

Full protective gear, including 
well-fitting skate boots, wrist pro- 
tectors, helmets, and knee and el- 
bow pads, is important to reduce 
the recent rise of children's injuries 
due to in-line skates. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

9 by Hww< Arnold and MJV* ArgHon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




FIGER 


01996 Tntuw Meat Sennas, he, 
AD Right* Rasanod- 


ROAHB 


KLEETT 


ERAUSS 


Answer: 


1 vote Ia 
yea v- 


HEALTH CAPSULES® 


r 

1 Ji 5j j ia.'^TrT 1 



Yesterday's 1 

by Mchad A. Petti, NLD. 


by Hank Ketcham 




Id HAT ARB Some fooDS, 
pesipE* milk, that 

SUPPLY CALCIUM 7 




! winr, 


BlISS 




FOUNP AT A 
&OXING MATCH 
ANP A LEGISLATURE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 


I Answer An icy sidewalk can turn shoes into these - 
“SUPPERS* 

ANACAMPTIS PYRAMID ALIS (L) LCM. 
Richard • 

Fortify: Ordndactae 
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Hwltt) CapwriM to eat tataodsd lob* at a 
dtagaoattCMtara. 






TtW WAS A GREAT SUNSET. TRVBCS 
FOR LETTING AIESGtf AWAKE U3HG 
ENOUGH TO IT. * 
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AT TUE OTHER END, 
HE SLOWLX UFYS THE 
G\GAMV\C SHEET ! 


THEN ITS ANOTHER TEN- GEE, THE WS 
MINUTE OiCWRNEX BACK, BEEN QU\ET 
AS HE TURNS \T ONER! TOR ALMOST 



W 


This spcdcs is the sole representative of the genus Anacamptis. 
Two small egg-shaped tubers produced at its root give rise to an 
unbranched erect stem 20-60 cm. in height. Leaves narrow, lin- 
ear-lanceolate. 

Flowers very similar to orchids are borne in beautiful dusters 
at the end of the stem. Spur very long. Lip deeply three-lobcd 
This species wit h sta n ds any c li m ate condition and grows in any 
place from the m arit ime brushwood localities up to the alpine 
zone. Rowers May-july. Ubiquitous in Greece. 
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Panama King of the Jungle Welcomes Tourists 
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BOCAS DEL TORO, PANAMA 
(Reuter) - Panama’s only king is 
holding court in the jungle and 
everyone is invited. 

Cesar Santana, 44, king of the 
little-known Teribe tribe, has 
■^agreed with government tourism 
officials to bring tourists to his 
humble and remote kingdom for 
drinks, dancing and dining. Offi- 
cially called maximum supreme 
ruler, Santana prefers to be re- 
ferred to as king or, better. Mi. 
King. 

He is set to rule for life and his 
successor will be chosen from one 
of his two sons. With a wood staff 
at his side, Santana speaks softly, 
with a dry sense of humor. 

^ The Santanas have ruled the 
Teribe as long as anyone can re- 
member. in die center of town are 


two gravestones of the present 
king’s forefathers, who began the 
modem fight for mdependence. 

"My people are poor and tour- 
ism can help,” Santana told a gov- 
ernment-organized press tour to 
the region recently. 

One of the smallest of Pan- 
ama’s Six Indian groups and t he 
only one that selects a king, die 
Teribe number 1,500 and live in a 
remote area in the rainy jungle of 
Panama’ s western province of Bo- 
cas del Toro (mouths of the bull), 
some 50 miles (80 km) from the 
Costa Rican border. 

The only access is up river 
rapids and mountainous trails . Lo- 
cal Indian scholars say the Teribe 
may be the only Indian group in 
the Americas that selects a king. 

With advance warning, San- 


tana and his people will gladly 
perform traditional dances and 
prepare a vegetable and rabbit din- 
ner with juice from local pineap- 
ple and orange groves. 

Baseball cap doubles as crown 
But signs of western civiliza- 
tion have crept in. To complement 
his traditional long-sleeved white 
cotton shirt, Santana’s crown is a 
"Champion Suzuki" baseball cap 
to shadf him from the sun, pinned 
to his shirt is an Interior Ministry 
badge identifying him as king. 

The Teribe’s ancient tradition 
of paying homage to a river god 
has been replaced with modem 
religious groups from protestant 
evangelists to Catholics. Tve 
tried them all but I don’t have a 
religion now,” Santana said. 

He lives with his wife and five 


children in a straw-roofed home 
on the hanks of the Teribe River 
rath er rhan foe royal palace, a 
modem cement structure in foe 
center of town that triples as health 
fflmifc and jail. 

Apart from fa rming , Santana 
spends his time solving minor rob- 
beries along with national police 
officers and dealing with land dis- 
putes. "Being king is not easy,” he 
admitted. 

Tribe named for rough river 

Named after foe rough river 
crossing their lands, foe Teribe 
resisted early Spanish conquista- 
dors sea rching for gold. "Those of 
us who weren’t killed off by foe 
Spanish have remained here and 
never left, we haven’t even gone 
over to Costa Rica," Santana said. 

"Of course we can leave, it’s 


not prohibited,” be quipped. 

Tourists, mostly trekking from 
Costa Rica, began appearing in foe 
community a few years ago. Then 
this year the Teribe entered into a 
pact with Panama’s Tourism Insti- 
tute to organize trips to their area. 

The Teribe’s most important 
festival is July 29, when Santana 


was crowned eight years ago. 

"We’ve never practiced tour- 
ism before. We have to study it 
well," he said. "We want ecocour- 
ists to learn our culture and buy 
our crafts. But we want them to 
come with our permission. With 
control, our culture won’t be 
threatened.” 
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Housing 

Agency 


Offers Ybu Free 
Home Renting Assistance 
Tel: Twice 850 



ADVERTISE IN 
IRAN NEWS 

878 6477 - 877 133 . 


IRAN NEWS 


IPHONE 

Direct Tei thus: 

8888 146 - 8888 678 
878 6477 



• Nissan Office Of 
. Accountancy 

Tdfc 877 1943 £879 9286 Faoc 877 1846 





• Caravan Sahra . 

Tour Organizer 

Tefc750ZZ», 758 0727,750 6076 
Fax:(009821)767I84Tlx:21<793 

EAST EXPRESS 

Tct560 7891-5, S71 7418 Roc8S6 1828 

•Golestan Ghods 

Tel: 889 9393-809 8888-809 7272 
Shabrak-e Ghods, Golestau Trade Center 

• Keyhan- Safar (IATA) 

Td : 65 28 44- 65 28 99 

• Perse polis Tour & Travel Ag. 
Tel: 880 8535-6,8 810526/9 

Fee 880 8534 

• Rahnama (Transair) 

Travel Agency 
Tel:(009821) 891191/4 
Fax:(009821) 8892791 

• Sati Air Travel Ag. 

Tel : 83 5041-5, 8822336 

• Shargh Travel Co. 

Tel : 89 40 37- 38,89 7029 

• Sogol Tour & Travel Ag 
Tel: 884 9082-85 Fax: 884 9086 

• Teen Air Services 
Tel: 884 7071-2,884 6478 


•Automobile 

Information 


TeL-091 1-212-8144,234344 


Bank 



• Bank Melli Iran 
Card Services Dept. 
Tdrf49 7092 Fax: 313 3696 


• Zarrin Boarding House (Women) 
#9, 27SL, SJFagr St, north Gargar St. 

Tel: 800 2773, Fax: 800 8069 



WSjaqtu Cbtt Qatleny, 

Persian Carpets and Antiques 
Persepofis Trading Co., Ltd. 

IF Estate Wakabayashi 1-8-6 
Wakabayashi, Setagaya-Ku Tb- 
kyo #154 Phone /03-5481-4477 
Fax: /03-5481-4484 

■ Tehran Carpet 

Tel/Fax: 560 8329 



• Aryan Payam Computer 
Tel: 884 4322 Fax: 884 4202 

• Farassoo Computer Co. 

Tefc6414192 -4417628 Fax: 6485974 

• GenerX Co. 

6 DfoqjZanaHdttndi Inter, Shariafi SL 
Td: 222 3836-225 1038 Fax: 2276617 

• ICC sales & after sales serv. 
Software, Hardware 

Tel: 869 889-869 818 Fax: 860 1514 

• Tim Computer Institute 

Teh 885 Z241 





v : Pecbrat^^ 

• Archico., interior design 
classic & Modern Decoration 
Tel: 864477 Ms. Maleki 

• Interior Designer 
Tel: 229 1685 

I Mehregan Co. Ltd. 
Renovation & Decoration 
T ci: 871 8578 

. Educational :>/• 
: . Institutes v 


• Accounting, Physics, 
Maths, etc^for all grades 
and levels Tel: 256 1690 

• Computer Training in 18 hours 
Tct 882 £913 Fax: 883 3305 

• Teaching English & Farsi 
in 4 nonths. Tel: 646 9394 



• GIAH38H 

eueia riowens 

DELIVERY SERVICES 
33 Marram St^end of Africa Are. 
Tel:2041999 Fax: 2857988 

• Spring & Paliz 
Flow-cr Shops 

Delivery Service Worldwide 

Tel: 205 1884 -889 0328 

• Zaeem Flowers 

Teh 6484488 -Fax: 6404484 - 



Iran Handicrafts Organization 


North Region 


Store 
JNjb 

1 Talcghani 

ZNcdjatoUu 

3 VaK-e-AjsrSq. 

4 Gharam 

5 Farhnogian 

6 VaK-e-Asr 


Add. 



Td 

8826680 
891919 
897279 
888 8186 
675581 
205 4792 



■ Arian Apartment Hotel 
Tel: 8018545-6 Fax: 8018547 

• Azadi Hotel (Abadan) 

Tel: (0631) 30060-9 Fax30068 

• Azadi Hotel (Shahr Kord) 
Tel: (0381)36791-5 Fax: 36790 

• Estegfalal Grand Hotel ***** 
Teb2040011 -15 Fax204 7041 

• Fardis Hotel ( Ex- Swiss) 

Tel: 882 0951 - 883 8301 £4 

• Hamedan Buali Hotel *** 
Tel: < 081)33070-1 Fax£3872 

•HOIilH HOTEL GROUP 
HOdlOICHRDIl 

Tel: (009821)8773021-38 

HUSK 

Tel: (009871) 28000-9 

HOdlRBOnORRHS 

Tel: (0098761) 553080-7 


HonumuioD] 

Tel: (009851)832001-9 

MfltMttl 

Tel: (009851) 711001-9 

ResenubonCenter: 

Teh (009621) 651564459285 A 
657860 Fax: (009821) 655565 

• Kowsar Int’I Hotel (Isfahan) 
Td:(031) 240230-9 Fax:249975 

•Tehran Kowsar Hotel **** 
Tel: 8981 21-5 A 8983715 
•Tehran Sara Hotel 

Tefc882 5701-8820934 Fax*8226«2 



• ABA. Housing Ag. 

Tel: 204 9292 - 204 9099 
•* Bistoon Housing Agency 
Tel: 802 1205 , 802 1633 

182 Bistoon 28 b SL, Yuosefabad 

•NO. 1 

222 6169 - 222 9159 

• No.l (Ex-Robinson) 

Rad Estate. Tel: 2O540Z2-2O56O45 

•P.H.A. 

Real EstatateTd: 205 1919 

• Takhat-eJarashid Housing Ag. 
Tel: 2953886,2956815 Fax: 2957627 

•The £50 

Tel: 874 7474 Fax: 874 1568 

• T.N.CO. Housing Ag. 

Tel: ZOO 5708 



• Sales & Repairs 

luxurious Swiss Made Watches 
Add: 260 Kariinkhan-c Zand Avr. 
Tel: R9172I- F ax:: 894 1 99 

Accepted 

• Zenith Sale Agent 
Swiss made watches. 

Baguette jewel lery/sale & services 
Tel :2275673-2229279FaxJ27 5060 

• Kish English School 
Td: 205 49 42-3 

• Milad Language Inst 
Tel: 888 9265 - 66 



Language Inst 1 
Tel: 650043- 655031 



•Dr. H. Samavati 

Attorney at Commercial Law 
Tel: 8785110 Fax: 8780043 

• International 
Consultancy & Service 

Tefc 877 1943 & 8799286 BscS771846 
****** 



• fan Express 

1 6SamanSt-^JShinuSL, MoUsmdraSL 

Tel: 8039428 delivery service 

• Pizzas by 222 

during/ defi*oj / cany out 

Tel: 252 0061-2520065 



• Zener Eng . Company 
UPS & Gen-Sets 

Tel /Fax: 6499641- 676275 





24 Hours Rent Cars 

Code 155 (ex- Middle East) 
Tel: 834490/1/2 Fax: 834493 


• BORJE SEFID 
HOSPITAUTY COMPLEX 

Tel: 256 2694, 258 8496 

• Fardis Rest (Ex - Swiss) 

Tel: 8828516 

• Golden Dragon 

Chinese Rest. £ IntT Party Room # 69 
Cuisine of alt countries served 
Tel: 205 2591 -2049508 

• Italian Food/Fresh cut pasta 
7-soor Restaurant. 298 Mirzafe 
Shined Are. 8725487-8, Open daily 
I1JD a.m. Catering + Delivery 

■Japanese Seryna Rest 

Tel :877 3735 - 877 6301 


• Milano Rest 
Tel: 220 9418 - 221 3494 

•Narenjestan Restaurant 

Coufmental Cosine 
Open Daily 16axn.- 12p.m. 

Chaye-Bagh Restaurant 

Open air Barr4H|. Open daily 7- I2pja. 
Vanak Sports & Cultural Complex, 
Attar 9L off Vrite-Aar Are.Tefc8774566 

■Tandoor Indian Rest. 

Tel: 882 5791, 882 5795, 8820934 




■ Abtin Dana • 

Efednmical Research Center 

#6. 3nt ffrj£»7 W. Mmfwatf Exp’Way 
Teh 222 8773 - 878 8773 

• Fann Burglar Alarm 

Nirao Co., StfaffU BWg. 444. EccM* 
Ave^Pkb-c-Slicmiraa, Tet 7523872 / 4 


^Services- 






• Government Certified Transblors 
IVIr. Gram tan Tel:222 4064 
■ Khasha Translation Firm 
Tel: 225 93H3- 225 4513 


Transport Companies 


• Aramex Int’I Courier 

Tel: 649 3913 / 14 

■ARSHEH TARABAR ini ’I transport 
Tet 879 2765, 8792316 Fax: 879 2766 

• Bar va Boneh Tehran Co. 

InternationalT ransport 
TeL-646 6456,649 3955 Fax: 646 8039 

■ Caspian Infl Transport 

Tel: 8841745, 838 167 Fm:884l50l 

• Fakhar Transport Co. 
Heavylift, General Cargo 
Tel: 884 7410-13 Fax:835428 

• Pouyatarabar Infl Transport 
Td: 883 4379 , 884 7653 Fax: 883 4380 

• Tarighbar 

Int’l Transport Co.Ltd. 
Tel: 6418527 Fax:6413S86 
TL\:2Z68 10TBAR-fR,Tehran,(ran 

Urgent Ambulance 


• Iran Emdad 
Tel: 643 6662-4 
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NEWS 


Palestinian Family Watches Its Land 
Swallowed Up by Settlement 


ART AS, WEST BANK (AFP) - 
"This is all they left me," said 
Abed al-Rubaia as his son 
ploughed a small plot of land at the 
base of a hill owned by his family 
for generations, but about to be 
swallowed by an expanding Jew- 
ish settlement nearby. 

"My father lived to 100 and he 
inherited this land from his father, 
it’s ours and we have documents 
to show it," Abed, 70, told AFP. 
"How can they possibly say it is 
theirs?" Israel declared the Utnm 
Tala Hill and other areas outside 
the Palestinian village of Artas 
south of Bethlehem to be unused 
land to be taken by the state, a total 
of 180 hectares (44 6 acres) of land 
including 50 hectares (124 acres) 
claimed by the al-Rubaia family. 

Abed's son Ibrahim, 24, drives 
a mule-plough through the small 
patch of five hectares (12 acres) 
left to this family, planting chick- 
peas. The patch is completely sur- 
rounded by confiscated land. 

"We won’t be even be able to 
reach this small bit soon. Once 
they start building here, they 


won’t let us cross to get to this one 
part they left us," Abed said. 

On the other side of the hill, the 
Jewish settlement of Efrat has al- 
ready built up to the edge of the 
Rubaia family land, and its leaders 
are eyeing "olive hill", as Umm 
Tala is called by t be Israelis, for 
further expansion. 

"We will build 400 new homes 
on Olive Hill over the next year to 
increase Efrat from 7,000 to 
10,000 residents,” said Rabbi 
Shlomo Riskin, Efrat’ s religious 
leader. 

The master plan for the settle- 
ment, drawn up but not yet ap- 
proved by the government, would 
expand Efrat three kilometers (one 
mile) northward to reach the edge 
of Bethlehem, and house 35,000 
people within 10 years, he said. 

"Of course if any Palestinian 
can prove he owns any part of that 
land, we won’t take it," he added. 

"They want that hill, and that 
one and that one and on and on. 
it's outright robbery," said Nasri 
Rubaia, 47, Abed's cousin, as he 
pointed to the dramatic landscape 


Cars with Anti-Lock 
Brakes Prone to Fatal 
Accidents 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Cars 
with anti-lock brakes are more 
likely than those with conven- 
tional devices to become involved 
in crashes fatal to their occupants, 
an insurance research organiza- 
tion has determined. 

The Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety, in a study re- 
leased earlier, said anti-lock 
brakes were particularly evident 
in fatal single-vehicle accidents. 

Anti-lock brakes rely on sen- 
sors to determine when a wheel is 
about to lock up, which can cause 
loss of traction or skidding. 

Institute researchers compared 
fatal crashes of cars with anti-lock 
brakes to those involving other- 
wise identical vehicles with regu- 
lar brakes. 

The research distinguished 
among types of crash - single-ve- 
hicle, mutliple-vehicle, rollovers 
and those in which cars ran off the 
road. 

It found that the greatest in- 
crease in the incidence of crashes 


fatal to occupants of anti-lock cars 
occurred in single-vehicle im- 
pacts. 

"These findings add to evi- 
dence that anti-locks are not pro- 
ducing overall safety benefits," 
said Institute President Brian 
O’Neill. 

But he said it remained unclear 
why "anti-locks are not producing 
the benefits many people ex- 
pected." 

O’Neill suggested that drivers, 
feeling overconfident, could be 
driving faster, or could be pump- 
ing the brakes or failing to hit die 
pedal with sufficient force. 

Other possible causes might be 
an easing off on the brakes, which 
deactivates the anti-lock mecha- 
nism. O’Neill said anti-lock 
brakes should not be pumped, as 
drivers have been traditionally 
taught to do in emergencies. 

“It’s important to ‘unlearn’ 
past braking habits and keep hard, . 
continuous brake pressure in- 
stead,” he stressed. 


of hills and valleys stretching 
northwards. 

Israel’s Supreme Court is to 
rule on a claim by the Rabaia 
famil y to the 50 hectares U25 
acres) closest to Efrat. But the 
family’s Israeli lawyer Lynda 
Brayer said she expects the court 
to rule against them. 

If it does, the way would be 
open for the settlement to take 
hold of the Rubaias’ land and the 
entire 180 hectares (450 acres) 
which Israel declared state land in 
1982. 

Since that time, the Rubaias 
have been barred from working 
the land, just as Efrat's Jews have 
been prevented from building on 
it, although each side over the 
years has had to stop the other 
from m aking moves on the prop- 
erty. 

"I tried to build a home on part 
of it in 1985. I wanted to live on 
this land. But the army came and 
tore it down,” said Nasri. 

The Rubaias have British and 
Ottoman ownership documents 
from the 1920s, but they are not 
accepted as proof by Israeli 
courts, said Brayer. "When the 
government declares your land 
state land you must show that you 
have cultivated it for 10 consecu- 
tive years. No mitigating circum- 
stances are accepted if you miss a 
year," said Bayer. "It is a legal 
system that is designed expressly 
to deprive Palestinians of their 
land," she added. 

The Rubaias did cultivate the 
small patch which has been left to 
them - about five hectares - but 
the rest was too rocky for their 
ploughs and was used to graze 
sheep, Nasri said. 

"Back in the 70s we didn’t have 
bulldozers to cultivate rocky soil 
like this. Then in the 80s when 
bulldozers were available to us it 
was too late, Israel had claimed 
our land and we couldn't work it, " 
he said. 

"If they take my land there 
cannot be peace. I'll stand in front 
of them said they’ll have to kill 
me,” Nasri said. 

The only modem land survey 
of the.West Bank was made by the 
Jordanians, but Israel halted the 
survey when it conquered the area 
in 1967 and only 30 percent of the 
land was registered. 
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1 AFRICA DRY 

CLEANERS SUPREME 

Dry-cleaning curtains, suede, leather, fur and all types 

of garments carried out 

AT THE SHORTEST POSSIBLE TIME 

Africa expressway, north Jahan Koodak crossing, Soritheh Bazaar 

Tel: 888 5331 
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Computerized 
Real Estate 
Agency 


Central and 
North Branches 


0911 - 212-5119 
802 2658 - 
8022643-8022632 
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Tel/Fax: 881 1203 


House Sale) 
in London 


3 bedrooms, 2 receptions] 
kitchen, dining room] 
large garden, sauna, video] 
& photos available 


Tel: 


8782814 


ADVERTISE IN IRAN NEWS 


TEL: 877 1330,878 6477, 
888 8148,888 8678 
FAX: 878 6475 



AIDS Hope Does Not 
Mean Cure Imminent u 
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LONDON i Reuten - It has never 
looked so good for AIDS patients. 
New drugs, and new combina- 
tions of drugs, are flattening the 
HIV virus and improved tests 
make it possible to crack che dis- 
ease bccter ihan ever before. 

Better treatment is translating 
directly into empty hospital beds. 
The "opportunistic infections" 
that characterize AIDS such as 
Kaposi's Sarcoma, a type of can- 
cer. are sometimes fading before 


Danner was cautious, saying 
the test used on the patients’ 
lymph tissue - in this case the 
tonsils - may not have been sen- 
sitive enough. 

"I think if you use a more sen- 
sitive test, then probably after half 
a year you will find some virus 
left," he said. 

"I am not sure that it is possible 
to absolutely eradicate HIV from 
the body, but nevertheless we are 
looking at it.” 


All .AIDS experts agree that l*’’ 
what they call compliance - tak- 
ing the drugs every day at the right 
time - is vital. The drugs all staiV* /* 
to wear off after just a few hours. 

.And the drugs are strong. 



the very eyes of doctors. 

But the euphoria that greeted 
the news this summer that the vi- 
rus had been seemingly eradicated 
in some patients with a triple dose 
of strong drugs has now been tem- 
pered. 

. Doctors who whispered the 
word "cure" are now talking about 
merely controlling the virus. 

In the latest positive study, 
Dutch researchers found that vol- 
unteers treated with a triple com- 
bination of drugs cleared the virus 
noi only from their blood but from 
their lymph glands. 

This is important because 
AIDS experts now believe that up. 
to 90 percent of the virus lurks in 
the lymph glands, building up 
strength for its onslaught against 
the immune system. 

"It’s encouraging us thar we are 
on the right track," said Sven Dan- 
ner, professor of medicine at the 
Academic Medical Center, Uni- 
versity of Amsterdam, who 
worked on the study. 

Danner, whose group tested 33 
volunteers, said they found three 
important things. "The new thing 
is that in the lymphoid tissue, the 
viral load is decreased a thousand- 
fold. We also found undetectable 
viral load in blood and also did not 
find resistance (to the drags)." 


He asked: "if you succeed in 
getting rid of a virus, is your im- 
mune system capable of coming to 
full restoration? We have the im- 
pression that the later you start 
(drug treatment), the more distur- 
bance of the lymphoid architec- 
ture there is." The next step will 
be to test the volunteers again after 
two years of therapy to see if the 
lymph remains clear. 

But here again, researchers run 
into problems. When he first an- 
nounced the remarkable results of 
triple combination therapy in July, 
David Ho of the Aaron Diamond 
AIDS Research Center in New 
York said he was pl anning to rake 
his first volunteer off the drugs to 
see if he had indeed been cured. 

But he hasn't been able to do 
so. 

"The patient didn't want to go 
off," Ho said. "He wanted to be 
conservative, and only go off if the 
tissues show no signs of infection 
by the virus." 

All of Ho’s volunteers are now 
undergoing tissue biopsies to see 
if the lymph is clear of virus. They 
say they will announce their find- 
ings in January. 

Another problem is that the 
drugs are ponderous to use. with 
patients having to take numerous 
pills at various times of day. 


"It's not always easy to take 
these three drugs." Danner said. 
"A quarter of the patients dropped 
out because of side-effects." 
These included nausea and diar- 
rhea. 

This is bad news for those with 
advanced infection. "We have 
started to see a few failures," said 
Eric Sondstrom. chief of the AIDS 
unit at Soder Hospital in Slock' 
holm. 

"We have patients who are ad- 
vanced in their disease and they 
hear about these new. aggressive 
treatments and they want to ay 
them. But they have difficult}' tol- 
erating the new combinations. 
They took too many drugs (in the 
past). Their viral load goes up and 
we stan to see complications." 

Again, however, there could 
be hope for such patients. Ho> 
and Danner’s work involves the* 
first generation of AIDS drugs, 
the nucleoside reverse transcrip- 
tase inhibitors, combined with 
newish drugs known as protease 
inhibitors.. 

Both groups used Glaxo Well- 
come’ s AZT and 3TC (Epivirk 
plus Ritonavir (Abbott Laborato- 
ries’ Norvir). 

The drugs attack enzymes im- 
portant to the virus's replication, 
each one bitting at a different 
phase of its cycle. 

A newer generation of drags is 
showing similar effects. 

Known as Non-Nucleoside Re- 
verse Transcriptase Inhibitors 
(NNRTIS), they not only add a 
new weapon to the growing ar- 
mory against the HIV virus, but 
work as well as the protease in- 
hibitors, Julio Montaner of Can- 
ada’s HIV Trials Network said. 

Montaner said the NNRTIS of- 
fered new choices to AIDS pa- 
tients taking one or two drugs who 
suffered a resurgence of the vin is^ 
Once the virus mutates into a re- 
sistant form, doctors fear it will 
resist other drugs ia the same 
class. 

But having a new class of drugs 
to give the patients means 
have not used up all their oppor- 
tunities for treatment. 

Doctors say the recent findings 
add to a growing body of evidence 
that hitting the virus early and 
hard is [he best way to fight it. 

"These new, powerful treat- 
ments point ro the fact thar people 
who think they are HIV infected, 
iliey should not wait too long be- 
fore they have themselves tested,’ 
Danner said. 

"If you wait till you are symp- 
tomatic, usually you are in a v^g 
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IVlayeb Restaurant in Saadat Abad 


Lunch: Nayeb’s Famous Chelokabab and Chicken Kabab 

Dinner. Our CHEF has prepared the additional menu for you: 

0 FILLET STEAK 0CHICKEN SCHNITZEL 


----- — Ef BARBECUE FILLET 

B FRENCH SCALLOP 0 FRENCH TROUT IE SHISH KABAB 

With live music every night 
Nayeb Restaurant in Saadat Abad Sq. 
Telephone Numbers; 206 3652 - 207 8463, Fax: 206 3613 
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ADVERTISE IN IRAN NEWS 

Tel: 878 6477 - 888 8678 - 8888148 Fax: 878 6475 



Sales & Rentals 

We offer Apts, Bldg, Villas, Offices. 
For further information , 

Pis. ask for Mr. Nia 


An agency exclusively for 
esteemed foreign nationals 
with up-dated files and 
best offers 

We’ll work harder for you 

Tel: 201 -0177 
Tel/Fax: 205 - 4136 


au»3 




B?*b« W- r- • 


rn#*n WP** 
if** 

Iff f*/- 

MfWVfc*v. 

wii.fit' L-> - 

dkw .: - 

a ■:■ ‘ - '• 

k# 

Mr 


W £ % 


SARAYE 



(Pastry Store) 

Tabriz nut-Sohan-e Qom (a kind of 
candy)- Yazd cotton candy-birthday 
and wedding cakes. 

Vcmak Sf-Shiraz Ave. 

Teh 803 0492 
804 4853 


Sales & Rentals 

Residential & Commercial Property 
Tel: 0911 2120244 - 200 5708 


Can You Speak English 
Fluently? 

If so, you are requested to call 786 3055 

(for further information) in the afternoon 



Ayeeneh Vanak Grand 
Restaurant and Coffee Shop 

All kind of French Crepe for the 
first time in Iran 

Address: Kurdestan Intersection , 
Vanak St, Vanak Square 
Phone: 878 8852 (Restaurant) 
879 9662 ( Coffee Shop) 






1st Chinese restaurant in the Middle 
East with 29 years of experience where 
you are served with the original and 
delicious Chinese dishes. 

Address: No. 23, Tooraj Si. Opp. Hilton 
Hotel Parkway Intersection. Vaii-e-Asr 
Ave. 

Teh 2052501 - 2040508 


International Party Room #69 f 

CONFERENCES, MEETINGS, 

PRIVATE PARTIES, OFFICE PARTIES, 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES, COCKTAIL 
PARTIES, REUNIONS 
AND ALL OTHER OCCASIONS 
Cuisine of all countries of the world is served. 

OPEN: 10 a.m. to 12 midnight, 
j For Reservation Call: 205-2501 g 
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Personal pictures with 
computer in 2 minutes 

Larger pictures printed 

in 4 minutes 

jSfo.20. ground floor. Eskan Shopping Center, corner of 
Mirdamad St., Vali-e Asr Ave., Tehran Iran 

9 8793131 


Telecommunications Company of Iran 

Dr. Ali Shariati Ave., Bisim Bldg. No. 5 
Tehran-Iran 

TENDER NO. 75/48 

Telecommunications Company of Iran (TCI) intends to 
purchase, by way of an international tender, 2842 
converters according to the draft of contract, technical 

specifications and tender conditions. 

The bidders willing to participate in the tender may refer 
to the Secretariat of Purchasing and Contracts Dept. 
(P&C), Dr. Shariati Ave., building No. 5, room 306, within 
office hours and submit bank receipt in the amount of 
RIs 50.000 as documents fee) deposited to account No. 
90018 with Bank Melli Iran, Shariati branch and collect 
the tender documents. (Consists of draft of contract, 
tech, specifications and tender conditions). The bidders 
are requested to take into consideration the contents and 
prepare their offers in sealed envelopes and hand it to 
the Secretariat of P&C Dept, to the above mentioned 
address latest by 2:00 p.m. on 11.1.97 (22.10.75) 

against a receipt. 

Finance, Procurement & manpower 
Telecommunications Company of Iran 
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Hollywood Girding for Assault of the Internet 


Chinese 
Director, 
Movie Sweep 
Taiwan's 
"Oscars" 

TAIPEI (Reuter) - A movie direc- 
tor from China and his film have 
won six awards in Taiwan’s "Os- 
cars", the Golden Horse awards, 
in the first year mainland films 
- were allowed to participate. 

China’s Jiang Wen won best 
director and his film, In the Heat 
of the Sun, which depicts the life 
of a Beijing youth during the Cul- 
tural Revolution, was chosen as 
best picture, during Saturday’s 
ceremony. 

Mainland actor Xia Yu, who 
played the youth in the movie, 
won best actor award Jiang won a 
second Golden Horse for best 
screenplay adaptation. 

The awards, Taiwan’s equiva- 
lent of Hollywood’s Oscars, in 
previous years featured only Gri- 
nese-langnage movies from Hong 
Kong and Taiwan 

But China, Taiwan’s political 
rival since a civil war split them in 
1949, banned all other films from 
participating after In the Heat of 
the Sun entered the contest with- 
out receiving government ap- 
proval 

China also did not allow Jiang 
and Xia to attend the award cere- 
mony held in Taiwan. 

Hong Kong actress Josephine 
Siao won best actress for the sec- 
ond straight year for her leading 
role in the Taiwan film Stage 
Door 

In February, Taiwan’s govern- 
ment decided to allow a limited 
numb er of movies and television 
programs from China to be shown 
on the island. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) - Two and 
a half years ago, Jason Ruspini, a 
■ self-proclaimed “member of the 
Star Wars generation,” paid his 
beloved saga the ultimate high- 
technology tribute: he designed 
and posted a Star Wars web site. 

Fans loved the page. Lucas- 
film, which owns* the rights to 
“Star Wars,” did not. With devo- 
tees dropping in at a rate of up to 
40,000 per day, Lucas film made 
a discreet phone call to the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania student. 

“They nicely asked me to shut 
it down, with the implication that 
if I didn’t they would bring in a 
lawyer or something,” said Rus- 
pini, now 21. “It was a total sur- 
prise.’’ 

What happened next, though, 
apparently came as a total surprise 
to Lucasfilm, the San Rafael, Cali- 
fornia-based company owned by 
“Star Wars” creator George Lu- 
cas. 

Lucasfilm was about to learn 
the hard way what die rest of 
Hollywood is just beginning to 
unders tand ! that ownership on fee 
web may be one of the prickliest 
problems facing copyright law 
since die codes were written years 
ago. 

Ruspini posted excerpts on the 
web site of his conversation with 
a Lucasfilm executive. Outraged 
“Star Wars” devotees vented 
their furor on Lucasfilm. Ruspini 
says they flooded the company 
with angry E-mails, demanding to 
know how h could presume to 
assert such totalitarian control 
over a product some fans had 
woven into the very fabric of then- 
lives. 

Four months after die January 
1996 phone call to Ruspini, Lu- 


casfilm backed down. Is a Iener 
posted on Ruspini’s web site, the 
company apologized for apparent 
“miscomxsuxncation” and vowed 
to develop a web policy soon. 

“Technology is advancing fast 



George Lucas, creator of 
'Star Wars’ myth 

enough to worry about copyrights 
of film now,” said John Raffetto, 
a spokesman for the Creative In- 
centive Coalition, a Washington, 
D.C., lobbying group repre- 
senting die movie industry. 

Hollywood is in a dither over 
the possibility that its greatest as- 
set - motion pictures - is easily 
available, for free, to anyone with 
a sufficiently powerful computer 
and an internet account. 

Industry executives say current 
copyright law cannot protect diem 
from rampani piracy - they need 
precision-sharp technologies and 
enhanced legislation to block lim- 
itless video reproduction in cyber- 
space. 

This call to action has incited 
its share of controversy. As the 
industry pushes for legislative 
changes in Washington, it’s run up 


against law professors, librarians 
and movie fans who call the new 
copyright proposals a covert grab 
for control of now-public infor- 
mation. 

“It really violates the e nti re 
nature of the copyright law/' said 
Karen Coyle, a library automation 
specialist with the University of 
California, and a member of Com- 
puter Professionals for Social Re- 
sponsibility. 

But the studios say they are 
genuinely concerned about the fu- 
ture. 

“The internet is an amazing 
phenomenon that creates opportu- 
nities and issues to which we are 
all responding,” said Richard 
Glosser, the vice president of In- 
teractive Prog rammin g ai Sony 
Pictures. “We’ll do what we can 
to protea ourselves. We’ll do our 
best.” The industry is fighting 
back on two fronts, the hi-tech and 
the legislative. 

In the technology field, movie- 
makers - concerned that one day 
soon computer nseis will be able 
to easily download and view entire 
videos - are actively encouraging 
the development of protection de- 
vices. 

In one scenario, distributers 
would make movies available via 
the internet for a fee, but rig foe 
system so that each downloaded 
film could not be copied and used 
by someone rise’s computer. 

In Washington, entertammenr 
lobbyists are joining forces with 
their counterparts in the music, 
publishing and Software industries 
to push for ifodaied copyright 
laws, specifically prohibiting pi- 
racy in cyberspace and slapping 
offenders with upfo $250,000 in 
fines, and five years in jail. 

“I think a lot of people right 


now believe anything on foe in- 
ternet is free and up for grabs.” 
Raffetto said. “(People seem to 
think) if you can get it on the 
internet, you’re free of copyright 
law.” 

Ruspini, the “Star Wars” web 
site creator, was not one of those 
people. He knew that even current 
copyright law gives intellectual 
property owners like Lu c asfil m 
rights cm foe internet. But he went 
ahead with his site anyway, he 
says, figuring foe worst they could 
do was order him to shut down. 

Today, Lucasfilm has no offi- 
cial comment on the debacle, 
other than the statement the com- 
pany posted last spring. 

“We are sorry for any confu- 
sion that may have emerged from 
any miscommunication on our 
part.” the company wrote in its 
notice, Which called fans “an im- 
portant part of our ‘Star Wars’ 
family" and included a promise to 



The robot duo from ‘Star 
Wars’ 


develop internet guidelines. 

Different companies arc taking 
various routes toward setf-protec- 
dan on the web. 

Disney, known for zealously 
guarding its trademarked prop- 
erty, appears to have adopted a 
laissez-faire attitude toward web 
replication, permitting even such 
extensive copying as “Christy’s 
Disney Images page” with its 
sketches of everything from Alad- 
din to Winnie the Pooh. The stu- 
dio itself refused to comment. 

Conversely, Paramount has 
cracked down on “foe unofficial 
Brady Bunch page.” 
foe creator remove some images 
and sound clips, and an numerous 
Star Trek fans for printing synop- 
ses of the plot of the just-released, 
latest installment in foe film se- 
ries. 

The studios’ stem reactions to 
what are largely fan memorials 
have left some web site creators 
complaining publicly. Jeanette 
Fosbee, a fan of foe Fox TV show 
“The Simpsons," received a 
“cease and desist" letter from foe 
network after executives noticed 
her Simpson icons scattered 
across various web sites. 

“The letter was pretty aggres- 
sive and hostile/’ Foshee, of 
Boone, Iowa, wrote in an E-mail 
posted on “the Simpsons ar- 
chive” web site. “1 was giving 
them free publicity. But I guess 
this is part and parcel of foe way 
tilings are done today." 

A Fox spokesman, requesting 
anonymity, responded: “It’s not 
our intention to shut down bona 
fide fan web rites. It is our inten- 
tion to insist that all web sites meet 
guidelines that pro tea the creative 
integrity of foe programs they rep- 
resent.” 
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Bronze appeared in China about 4,000 
years ago. With the development of bronze 
metallurgy, bronze items became lighter in 
weight and more elaborate in design daring 
the Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 
B.C.). 

Uniquely designed and cast with superb 
craftsmanship. The square ewer with a crane 
on top shown on this page is considered a rare 
objet d art, produced during the Spring and 
Autumn Period. Known as the "King of 
Ewers," it stands 118 centimeters high, 
measures 54 by 54 centimeters on the sides 
and weighs 64.28 kilograms. The front and 
back sides of foe neck are each embellished 
with a flat dragon. Two dragons, their heads 
turned back and tails coiled, are attached to foe 
sides of foe ewer to serve as its handles. On 
the corners of the belly are four winged 
dragons. The ewer is supported on two 
walking tigers whose tails coil and tongues 
hang out. The rim of the mouth of foe ewer is 
decorated with rectangular spirals and two 
rows of lotus petals. Its lid is topped by a 
graceful crane with its wings spread and neck 
stretched high as if ready to fly and sing. 

Ewers produced during foe Spring and 
Autumn Period are mostly round and square 
in shape with long necks. Compared with foe 
bronze pieces of the Shang and foe early Zhou 
dynasties, those produced during foe Spring 
and Autumn Period are unique in shape, 
skillfully designed and elaborately decorated. 

The ewer was discovered in a tomb dating 
back to about 680B.C. atLijialou inXinzheng 
County, Henan Province in August 1923. 
Among the relics found in the tomb were a 
Iaige assortment of pottery ware, jade objects 
and over 100 bronze items. This ewer is one 
of a pair found in the tomb. The other one is 
now in the collection of foe Henan Museum. 



Copenhagen Culture Year 
Gets Mixed Review 


COPENHAGEN (Reuter) - Copenha- 
gen ended 12 months as Europe’s cul- 
ture capital on Saturday after a year 
marked by a huge political row over one 
of the main events and a mixed recep- 
tion from the Danes themselves. 

"The year has been a great success, 
it has completely transformed the city," 
Trevor Davies, the British-bom direc- 
tor of Copenhagen Cultural Capital '96 
told Reuters. * 

"Copenhagen had been the same for 
years, we have given foe old lady a face 
lift. We have promoted Copenhagen to 
foe first division as a European cultural 
city, giving culture foe upgrading it has 
lacked for many years." 

But m a n y ordinary Copenhageners 
complained that they failed to gain 
much cultural enlightenment from the 
year, some finding it more of a festival 
for the cultured middle class elite than 
an attempt to promote the arts to the 
unconverted. 

A Gallup survey showed only 22 per- 
cent of citizens of greater Copenhagen 
expressing positive interest in cultural 
capital, -with 52 percent confessing to 
having minimal interest in foe city's 
greatest ever cultural spectacle. 

Only five percent actually displayed 
any great enthusiasm for foe project, 
according to Gallup. 

Differing Perceptions 

"As a concept cultural capital has 


been like a huge, stupid muscle pumped 
up by steroids. Major events foiled on 
foe artistic level and were unable to 
attract public. Guttural capital has been 
great for tourism, short on culture," said 
the daily newspaper Information 

"Lots of foreign visitors have at- 
tended foe event, hundreds of thousands 
of Danes have enjoyed new artistic ex- 
periences," added the daily Pofitiken. 

"But it was in no way culturally ex- 
perimental or provocative, it foiled to 
challenge our existing life style." 

Other Events 

The year's 1 00 events included exhi- 
bitions of paintings by Rembrandt, 
French Impressionists and Picasso, an 
Islamic exhibition, music festivals with 
top European orchestras, classical solo- 
ists, opera, ballet, theater, rock, jazz and 
modem dance. ^ 

The most popular single event was a 
huge Japanese firework display along ■ 
Copenhagen's waterfront, which at- 
tracted almost a half million spectators. 

The year saw rebuilding schemes 
and building projects including foe sew 
seafront Ark Museum of Modem Ait 
and a marble and glass annex for the 
Glyptotek Museum's French Impres- 
sionist collection. 

Unconventional fixtures were "Con- 
tainer ’96 — Art Across foe Oceans." 
with 96 artists from all over the world 
creating installations in containers ^ 
massed along the harbor front. 
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n joying 230 Producing 
/ Main Producer of Knitwear 
in the Country 




M ahdi Ghods., m anaging director of 
Mahallat Knitwear Cooperative 
Company (MKCC), in an interview 
elaborated on the company’s activities 
and said; "MKCC was established in 1 98 1 
and at present it enjoys over 230 concen- 
trated knitwear producing units in Mahal- 
lat and also it has 250 members which is 
considered as one of the most active co- 
operatives in Central Province. Some 
1,200 workers in this company using 32 
computerized and full automatic ma- 
chines and 700 mechanical machinery 
produce different types of knitwear." 


Thanks to the existing facilities, 
MKCC has potential capability of 
exporting 10 million dollars worth of its 
products annually, explained Ghods. 

The managing director of Mahallat 
Knitwear Cooperative Company went on 
saying that from quality and sale points of 
view tile products of Mahallat compared 
to those of Tehran, Mashhad, Isfahan and 
Tabriz enjoy a considerable renown. 

Some parts of the products of the 
company’s affiliated units are purchased 
by wholesalers in the markets of Tehran, 
Mashhad, Isfahan and Shiraz and some 
parts of them are exported to 
above-mentioned countries by the 
exporting companies. 




Ghods added MKCC is capable to 
produce over 1,800 tons of high quality 
clothes. Its products, in particular those 
produced by computerized machines, are 
competitive in international markets. The 
ground has been prepared for high quality 
products through enormous investing in 
knitting machinery section as well as side 
equipment including sewing machines. 

According to the researches, all the 
products of this company due to a proper 
plan can be exported. It is worth 
mentioning that the products of the 
affiliated production units of this 
cooperative company are now available 
in the markets of Western Europe 
countries such as Germany, Switzerland, 
England, Russia, Ukraine, and also 
Central Asian republics like 
Turkm enistan, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan 
as well as Persian Gulf littoral states and 
Pakistan. 


Ghods continued that the establishment 
of a embroidery units and also a 
selvage-knitting unit is under way by the 
cooperative company and we hope to 
achieve this objective through 
cooperation of the general offices of 
cooperative and industries and provincial 
banks. 

All the workshops through 
establishment of embroidery unit which 
axe engaged in simple knitting and 
weaving will be capable to produce high 
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quality products and offer them to the 
international markets by completing 
embroidery works. The establishment of 
selvage-knitting unit also completes the 
company’s activities and we can enjoy a 
perfect four-season chain. 

He added that if these two units become 
operational, job opportunities will be 
created for 30 people and we can reach 
the maximum capacity of knitwear and 
sewing units. It is anticipated over 150 
young people of Mahallat will be 
employed in the future. According to 
proposal and cooperation of General 
Office of Cooperative of Central 
Province, a branch for direct supply of 
MKCC’s products will be inaugurated in 
the near future in Arak. 

At the end, the managing director of 
Mahallat Knitwear Cooperative 
Company expressed his gratitude and 
appreciation to all officials of Central 
Province as well as Bank Saderat Iran of 


Central Province in order to provide 
liquidity and foreign currency needed for 
buying required machinery." 

All the exporters, cooperatives, 
wholesalers and interested persons are 
invited to pay a visit to MKCC and we 
express our readiness to meet their needs 
of knitwear, concluded Ghods. 



The Managing Director 
of Mahallat Knitwear Co- 
operative Co.: 

Some parts of the prod- 
ucts of the company’s af- 
filiated units are 
purchased by wholesalers 
in the markets of Tehran, 
Mashhad, Isfahan and 
Shiraz and some parts of 
them are exported to for- 
eign countries by the ex- 
porting companies. 



the province and said, "Mahallat 
Knitwear Cooperative Company’s 
successes owe to assistance of provincial 
authorities in particular Central Province 
General Office of Cooperative, as well* as 
Bank Saderat Iran of Central Province 
.The company needs the support of 
Ministry of Cooperative in order to 
continue its activities and achieve its 
objectives and also it requires the 
cooperation of Bank Saderat Iran of 
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Policymakers' Workshop 
Emphasizes Women's Role in 
Development Planning 



Habibi at the opening ceremony of the policymaker’s workshop 


IRAN NEWS WOMEN'S DESK 
TEHRAN - The First Consulting 
Workshop for Training Male and 
Female Development Planners 
was opened here yesterday by the 
Adviser to the President on 
Women's Affairs, Shahla Habibi. 

During the opening ceremo- 
nies, Habibi said that the main 
goal of the workshop is to inject 
gender and women issues into the 
country’s planning and policy- 
making principles for develop- 
ment. 

"We hope that the workshop 
can pave the way for revising the 
old attitudes regarding women. 
Our policymakers should under- 
stand that women play an impor- 
tant role in the process of 
development." 


She added, "The training 
workshop is considered as a step 
coward drawing up a national pro- 
gram of action based on the pre- 
scription of the Beijing 
document." 

According to the agreement 
reached at the Fourth World Con- 
ference on Women held in Beijing 
Sept. 199S, participants are com- 
mitted to provide and execute a 
national program of action within 
two years after the conference. 

The two-day workshop, was 
held by the Bureau of Women’s 
Affairs and the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) and 
attended by prominent officials 
from the Majlis, various minis- 
tries and some governmental and 
non-governmental organizations. 


French Socialists to 
Field More Women 

Candidates in 1998 Elections 


PARIS <AP) - Trying io profit 
from perceived Chauvinism by the 
ruling Gaullists. the Socialist 
Pam- said Saturday at least 30 
percent of its 1998 candidates for 
Parliament will be women. 

The Socialist National Council 
voted to approve party leader 
Lionel Jospin’s plan to field at 
least 167 female candidates for the 
555 seats in the National Assem- 
bly. 

“I’m very happy for this ad- 
vance for the democratic life, for 
the women in this country and for 
the Socialist Party." Jospin said 
after the vote. “It’s a more equal 
representation of the population.” 

Women play a disproportion- 
ately small role in French political 
life, a fact that was highlighted 
when conservative Premier Alain 
Juppe cut his Cabinet's female 
membership to 4 out of 32 just 
over a year ago. 

The National Assembly cur- 
rently has only 35 female mem- 
bers. just 6 percent of the 
deputies. 

U was unclear how much 
changing the party , list of candi- 
dates would help the Socialists at 
the polls. 

Recent surveys have shown 
that French voters, angered by 
record unemployment and social 
unrest , would toss out Juppe’s rul- 


ing Rally for the Republic Party 
(RPR) and its conservative coali- 
tion in favor of the Socialists and 
other leftists. 

The left-leaning daily Libera- 
tion estimated that with Jospin's 
plan, u Socialist majority would 
have 4l) to 50 women deputies, 
creating the highest female mem- 
bership in the Parliament’s his- 
tory. 

“The RPR thinks women are 
only good as back-ups.’’ Jospin 
said. “Wc are the only important 
political formation to go this far.” 

RPR representatives were not 
immediately available for com- 
ment. 

Socialist Deputy and former 
Environment Minister Segoline 
Royal said she thought a higher 
female profile would help the 
party, but that within the party, 
“resistance (to the plan) was 
hard.” 

Despite many promises in the 
past decade from party chiefs and 
presidential candidates, the pro- 
portion of women in the top tiers 
of politics have barely changed. 

Former Socialist Prime Minis- 
ter Edith Cresson, the First anti 
only woman to fill that post, was 
the most unpopular premier since 
World War n and was forced to 
resign in 1992 after only 10 
months in office. 


CONVERSATION WITH THE ONLY LEGISLATOR COUPLE 

We Are Together Everywhere, Even in the Majlis 


BY: F EBTEHAJ 
TEHRAN - Dr. Seyed Gholamreza 
Shirazian and his wife Maiziah 
Seddiqi, an engineer, are the only 
married couple in the Fifth Majlis. 
Both were elected by the people of 
Mashhad. 


policies and remove the legislative 
bottlenecks. Based on a 25-year 
experience in the field of transpor- 
tation, we have formulated a new 
plan for the Ministry of Roads and 
Transportation by taking into con- 
sideration the geographic position 



SEDDIQI 


In an interview with IRAN 
NEWS Shirazian said: "We have 
always complemented one another 
in our lives, in our working life, 
while we were students and in our 
capacity as Majlis MPs." 

While confirming her hus- 
band’s statement, Seddiqi said: 
"As far as I remember we have 
shared everything in our married 
life. We were very young when we 
married and for the last 26 years we 
have been together in all the stages 
of our married life." 

Shirazian holds a doctorate in 
road and building engineering in 
die field of transportation plan- 
ning, and Seddiqi holds a masters 
degree in the same field. 

Prior to their working in the 
Majlis, the couple worked together 
in various government and non- 
government executive positions as 
executive managers in the compre- 
hensive transportation planning 
and state airports network and in 
Sharan International Transporta- 
tion Company. Shirazian is chair- 
man of the board of Sharan and his 
-wife is the company’s managing 
director. 

Just before the elections for the 
Forth Majlis they agreed that Sed- 
diqi should be nominated from Te- 
hran and Shirazian from Mashhad, 
but Seddiqi changed her mind and 
her husband did not get enough 
votes to be elected. 

"1 suggested to my wife that we 
should both stand for Parliament 
from Mashhad, the seat o four con- 
stituency. We were both sub- 
sequently elected by the good 
people of Mashhad to represent 
them in the Islamic Consultative 
Assembly," Shirazian noted. 

They are both members of the 
. Housing and Transportation Com- 
mission of the Majlis and Seddiqi 
is the rapporteur of the commission 
as well. 

Shirazian noted "By analyzing 
the performance of the housing 
sector during the First and Second 
Plans we hope to identify the weak 
and strong points of our housing 


of Iran and we will submit it to the 
ministry shortly." 

Asked about plans for granting 
key posts to women, Seddiqi who, 
like her husband, is well versed in 
planning and budgetary fields said: 
"Due to the problems encountered 
during the imposed war, the gov- 
ernment was unable to make plans 
for women; and die matter was 
taken into account in the First Five 
Year Economic, Social and Cul- 
tural Development Plan, but duF- 
ing the fonnulation of the Second 
Five Year Plan this matter rectified 
to some extent so that women are 
now included in rehabilitation, so- 
cial insurance, health and treat- 
ment, education and physical 
education fields. " 

According to Seddiqi the 
women's issue has not been ad- 
dressed as a necessary and abstract 
theme in the Second Plan programs 
and its executive structure. 

Tor this reason policies re- 
garding participation of women 
does not have the necessary budg- 
etary backing needed for the reali- 
zation of women’s objectives," 
complained Seddiqi, but expressed 
hope that by clarifying fee matter 
for fee budget planners fee neces- 
sary budget will be allocated for 
employment of women in various 
fields. 

She said she will do her utmost 
to achieve feat important goal. 

Stressing the need for offering 
key posts to women, the female 
lawmaker said: "Before we attend 
to engagement of women in key 
positions we must launch a con- 
crete and dynamic drive to help 
women understand their instinc- 
tive powers and capabilities." 

Referring to fee fact- feat 
women are now represented in 
various Majlis commissions in- 
cluding labor and social affaire, 
housing, transportation, foreign 
policy and health. Seddiqi said in 
the past women MPs were present 
only in fee education and health 
commissions. 

"Presence of knowledgeable 


women wife various expertise in 
different commissions is benefi- 
cial to the planning sector where 
fee condition of women will be 
carefully examined and a serious 
effort will be made to absorb re- 
sources and amend laws to benefit 
them," said fee MP, adding that 
such a change in the status of 
women will have a positive impact 
on public opinion about women's 
capabilities. 

In short 80 percent of fee time 
of these couple is spent in the Ma- 
jlis. 

Asked to comment on her per- 
sonal life Seddiqi, who spends 


80 percent of her time dealing with 
issues related to her job as anMP, 
said: “We hove four children whs 
contribute to our work by helping 
us with our correspondence wife 
fee constituents. After their school 
duties, most of their time is spent 
on parliamentary tasks." 

Asked how much he expect his 
‘wife to follow his wishes, Shiraz- 
ian said: "Mamed life is based on 
mutual understanding. Not only 1 
do not expect unquestioned and 
blind obedience from my wife, I do 
not expect it from my children 
either. Justice and logic are the two 
principles that we must all follow." 







